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Another Secret of Longevity... 


B Y the quality, the longevity of its enduring service of the Copperweld 
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“We find thesEveready”AirCell’ 
dependable, convenient, and 
by far the most economical 


battery we have used.” 
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Neat, clean, compact — 


this is United’s “Eveready” 
“Air Cell” installation. 
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Ey EREADY “AIR CELL” Telephone Operators’ Trans- 
" mitter Batteries. Nos. T-600 and T-300—connected in 
» series—are guaranteed to deliver a minimum of 6.000 
hours of “peak” transmission service. And the cost is 
a only one cent per nine “talking” hours! Write us, or 
“ ask your telephone supply jobber, for more informa- 
tion about this most economical and convenient source 
of operators’ transmission power. 
| NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, INC. 


GENERAL OFFICES: New York, N. Y. 
BRANCHES: Chicago, San Francisco 
Unit of Union Carbide [jg and Carbon Corporation 


The words **Eveready”’ and *+Air Cell”’ are trade-marks of National Carbon Co. 
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Type 54BF, 15 A.H.—8 hr. Rate 


FLOTE IN STEEL-GLASS 
SUPERIORITY POINTS: 


1—Floté in Steel-Glass is absolutely sprayproof. 


—Easy to install and maintain. 


3—Accurate built-in charge indicators. 


4—Ample power reserve (15 A.H. Capacity). 


5—Reasonable initial cost. 


6—Low monthly cost guaranteed by Philco. 


7—Heavy (.312 inch thick) Floté positive plates. 


WATCH FLOTE GO IN! 


HILCO 


(BATTERY DIVISION) 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Listen to Boake Carter Over Key Columbia Stations. 
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Service Improvement In 
Small Exchange Areas 


By EMMETT R. COSTICH 


Trafic Superintendent, Rochester (N. Y.) Telephone Corp. 


REPLACEMENT OF IRON WIRE WITH COPPER, installation of common 


battery exchanges in place of magneto, company-owned buildings 


instead of rented property and eight-party selective, common battery 


rural service are among outstanding improvements. Changes in oper- 


ating practices include provision for payment of bills at local office and 


introduction of combined toll and local operating plan, the latter resulting 


in operating economies and increased customer good will. Address 


given at annual convention of New York State Telephone Association 


in the smaller offices was 

adopted some seven years ago 
by the Rochester Telephone Corp. 
This program was determined upon 
and started in 1930, and contem- 
plated the following steps: 

First. Gradual replacement of 
iron circuits with copper, or copper 
clad, both exchange and toll, and the 
extension of our underground and 
aerial cable everywhere that it was 
at all practical or economical. 

Second. The gradual replacement 
of our magneto offices with common 
battery; coupled with this the policy 
of owning our own buildings in the 
communities in which we serve. 

The original program contem- 
plated only the two foregoing steps. 
Like all programs lasting over a 
number of years, ideas are advanced 
and developed and are included in 
the going program. The following 
three steps were such developments: 

First. The adoption of the so- 


A PROGRAM of improvement 


called “Class 4” office practice of ac- 
cepting payment of bills and con- 
tracts for changes or new service in 
each of our local offices. 

Second. The inauguration, late 
last year, of the new combined toll 
and local operating practice. 

Third. The conversion of magneto 
rural lines to common battery with 
eight-party, selective ringing. 


Replacement of Iron 
Circuits with Copper 


The first step in our program—that 
of the replacement of iron circuits 
with copper, or copper clad, and the 
extension of our underground and 
aerial cable—has been considerably 
hastened by the occurrence of two 
severe sleetstorms during the period 
of this program to the point that we 
have very little iron wire left in our 
system and heavy open-wire leads 
have been placed in cable to a much 
greater extent than our original plan 
contemplated. 


Probably the most comprehensive 
and progressive part of our small- 
office improvement program has been 
the rapid replacement of magneto 
switchboards with common battery 
boards, housed in company-owned 
buildings. 

It was back some seven years ago, 
when this program was begun. At 
that time only about 39 per cent of 
our suburban telephones were com- 
mon battery. With a few exceptions, 
our quarters were rented; at least 
half of them were undesirable and 
three or four might have been 
termed “fire traps.” 


All New Switchboards in 
Company-Owned Buildings 


That being the situation, we intro- 
duced the policy of placing all new 
switchboards in company buildings 
located in desirable residential sec- 
tions, off the noisy thoroughfares, 
and designed to conform with their 
environment. One has but to see the 





buildings at Brockport, Canandaigua 
(practically completed), Churchville, 
Fairport, Honeoye Falls, Livonia, 
Pittsford, and Scottsville, to realize 
how well our engineering department 
has carried out this program. We 
understand that the new building at 
Dansville, soon to be constructed, 
will mark another milestone on the 
road toward the goal. 

With the recent opening of the 
Churchville exchange—which is, in 
fact, a consolidation of the old 
sergen and Churchville offices—our 
percentage of common battery sta- 
tions has risen to 66 per cent. Work 
is progressing at Atlanta, Cohocton, 
Springwater, and Wayland. This 
program, when completed, will give 
these communities common battery, 
full automatic offices which dial 
Dansville for toll service and assist- 
ance. These offices will be cut into 
service coincidental with the new 
Dansville office and, when in opera- 
tion, will bring the percentage of 
our common battery stations to 73 
per cent. 


Aim, High Grade Service 
In Every Community 





In defending this program, we 
admit frankly it cannot be justified 
in some towns from the economical 
point of view. Rather, our decisions 
have been tempered with the thought 
of rendering a grade of service in 
every community, comparable with 
the service and practices of every 
other community in our territory. 

In 1933, after Congress had levied 
a two-cent tax on checks and out-of- 
town postage rates had been in- 
creased from two cents to three 
cents, there arose quite a little agita- 
tion among our suburban customers 
for a place to pay their bills locally. 
Up to that time there were not more 
than half a dozen towns in our subur- 
ban district where this could be done. 
Consequently, in July of 1933, in 
answer to our customers’ wishes, we 
threw our central offices open to the 
public for this purpose. 

Frankly, we adopted this plan with 
misgivings, as up to this time we had 
concealed our operators and offices 
from scrutiny by the public. The 
only persons admitted to our offices 
were employes or occasional visitors 
by appointment. To the average cus- 
tomer, our operating rooms remained 
a mystery. 

However, time has proved that our 
fears were groundless. Never in the 
past had any one change in policy 
brought such enthusiastic response 
from our subscribers. Sixty-four per 
cent of them are now paying their 
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bills in this manner and this figure is 
growing every year. 

Although this practice made addi- 
tional work for our operators and in 
some cases it was necessary to sched- 
ule more time on our boards, it has 
paid for itself many times in public 
good-will. A customer, after observ- 
ing our operators at work, becomes 
more understanding and tolerant of 
our mutual telephone problems. 

Our girls have reported many 
amusing instances of customers who 
were very impatient when they were 
compelled to wait a few seconds for 
the operator to answer, spending 10 
or 15 minutes of their own time ob- 
serving an operator at work and leav- 
ing with the statement that they 
marvelled at the speed with which 
the girls worked. 

At the present time we are col- 
vecting about 82,000 bills for the 
amount of $338,000 yearly, and our 
error is only about six one- 
thousandths of 1 per cent. 

Ever since “toll centering” in 
1927, there has been a feeling on the 
part of both customers and operators 
in our tributary offices against hav- 
ing their toll calls handled by a group 
of operators in another town or city. 
You have all, no doubt, had this 
brought to your attention many 
times. Customers have all wondered 
—and rightfully so—why their own 
operator, whom they know person- 
ally and who in turn knows them and 
their telephone habits, could not 
handle their toll calls. 


Feeling Against Toll 
Center Operating 


It has always been embarrassing 
to explain to these people just why it 
wasn’t possible for her to do so. Al- 
though all of us at the time of toll 
centering felt that it was necessary 
to take away from the local operator 
some of the more difficult kinds of 
toll calls, time has proved that we 
went too far toward centralization in 
the toll center. 

You will all remember that all toll 
calls were passed to the toll center 
with the exception of a few which 
the tributary handed over direct cir- 
cuits or one-switch, providing the 
switch was not through the toll cen- 
ter. Gradually, however, exceptions 
were made and certain tributaries 
were given the special privilege of 
switching through their toll centers 
for one or two points. 

Finally, about a year ago there 
was introduced in a few small tribu- 
tary offices a new method of handling 
toll business. It was called the “Com- 
bined Toll and Local Method” and is 


now generally called the “C. T. L.” 
method. 


New Plan Introduced 
For Operating Toll 


Briefly, the plan was put into oper- 
ation in the following manner: First, 
a record of all toll calls was taken for 
the tributary in question, showing 
the points where its calls terminated 
and the number of calls to each point. 
After analyzing this record, it was 
generally found that 85 to 90 per cent 
of the calls terminated at from 25 to 
30 nearby towns. These towns in 
every case were limited to those 
which were reached either by direct 
circuit or a maximum of one switch. 
These points were then placed on a 
switchboard bulletin showing the 
routing and rates. 

Supplemental information in the 
form of corresponding day and night 
rates and computed charges was also 
shown. The operators were then in- 
formed that they would now handle 
calls to all points on the bulletin. No 
additional instruction to the opera- 
tors was necessary up to this point. 

The only change in the operating 
practice came with the handling of 
the 10 to 15 per cent of the calls that 
were to be given to the toll center 
for handling. In passing these calls 
to the toll center, the local operator 
was to take the details of the call 
from the customer, record them on 
a ticket and pass them over a split 
connection to the toll center. This 
method had the effect of giving the 
customer the impression that his op- 
erator was handling all toll calls. 

The tickets covering calls passed 
to the toll center were canceled and 
retained in the tributary office. Each 
month the chief operator reviews 
them, and if there is an appreciable 
amount of business to a point not on 
her bulletin, and not more than one 
switch removed, she notifies the dis- 
trict traffic superintendent who, if 
there are no objections, authorizes 
the chief operator to add it to her 
list of points. 


New Traffic Plan 
Proves Successful 


To members of the traffic depart- 
ment, this method looked like the 
answer to our tributary toll prob- 
lems. It seemed as if at last a happy 
medium had been reached. We never 
quite agreed with the toll centering 
policy which, for example, prevented 
Churchville from handling its busi- 
ness to Webster, simply because 
Rochester happened to lie between 
them; yet, on the other hand, it was 
perfectly proper for her to switch 
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through any tributary exchange. 

Consequently, about six months 
ago C. T. L. was introduced in the 
offices which toll centered in Roches- 
ter. It was met with such immediate 
and enthusiastic response from cus- 
tomers and operators alike that it 
has since been put into operation in 
all of our offices with the exception 
of our toll centers where equipment 
limitations preclude its installation 
for the present. 


To Equip Additional Offices 
to Handle C. T. L. 


However, our program calls for 
the conversion of these offices within 
the next year. Such conversion calls 
for the equipping of each position so 
that the operator can handle either 
toll or local calls with equal facility. 

In most cases no extra operators 
were required to handle the in- 
creased tolls. However, there were 
about four offices where a half trick 
was added to the schedule to cover 
the morning busy hour. Although 
this meant additional traffic expense, 
we have actually accomplished a very 
large saving because in every office 
which toll centers on Rochester or 
Batavia we are handling thousands 
of calls annually which were formerly 
turned over to the New York Tele- 


phone Co. for completion. Thus we 
save the operating commissions 
which were paid them for such 
handling. 


Thus far we have noted the follow- 
ing advantages: 

First. An increased customer good 
will. 

Second. A quicker completion of 
toll calls, due to the fact that the 
local operator, because of her famil- 
iarity with her customer’s telephone 
habits, can record a call and get it 
under way quicker than the toll cen- 
ter operator. 

Third. A noticeable reduction in 
timing errors. This does not mean 
that the local operator has any more 
ability than her sister in the toll 
center but that she has, in our com- 
mon battery offices, positive supervi- 
sion. About 80 per cent of the toll 
calls originating in our tributaries 
are from those offices where we have 
common battery operation. 

When our program is completed, 
every operator in our suburban dis- 
trict will be a combined toll and local 
operator. Any customer outside the 
city will simply give all calls to his 
answering operator and she will care 
for their completion. Any requests 
she receives for “Long Distance” will 
be answered by the phrase, “I will 
take your call.” 

In introducing the C. T. L. method 
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of toll handling and also the practice 
of taking collections in our offices, 
we are fully aware of the fact that 
we have encroached upon the oper- 
ators’ idle time to a marked extent. 
We appreciate that our toll operating 
practice allows the customer only five 
seconds before another minute is 
added to his call. This being the 
case, it is incumbent upon us to see 
that our force is ample at all times 
in order to give toll calls the close 
supervision they require. We feel we 
are making and will continue to 
make an honest effort to meet this 
obligation to our customers. 

Of special interest among the new 
ideas that have been adopted in this 
program is the development, by our 
own engineers, of a system of eight- 
party selective common battery serv- 
ice for rural subscribers in place of 
magneto service. Perfected about a 
year and a half ago, we have since 
converted all rural lines working out 
of Rochester to this type of service. 


Common Battery Service 
For Rural Subscribers 


The reaction, on the part of these 
customers, to this service was so 
favorable that it was decided to con- 
vert all rural lines to this type. Of 
course, it will be years before this 
will be fully realized but all new of- 
fices will be cut into service with this 
feature. Other offices will be con- 
verted as they can be worked into 
the program. 

Briefly, selective ringing systems 
for as many as five stations on a line 
have been available for several years, 
but those providing for four-party 
selective service have been in more 
general use. 

It was known that eight-party se- 
lective service could be obtained by 
connecting half of the bells on one 
side of the line to ground and the 
other half on the other side to 
ground; but with the ever-increasing 
electric power distribution in the 
rural districts, necessitating power 
line parallels with the telephone 
lines, it was found that the bells con- 
nected to ground in this manner 
caused the inductive effect from the 
power line to interfere greatly with 
telephone conversations. 

Special relays to connect the bells 
to ground only during the ringing 
period were tried out, but these were 
not wholly successful because of the 
difficulty of obtaining a suitable relay 
that would respond properly on all 
frequencies and because of the rather 
narrow margin of adjustment of the 
tripping relays required where auto- 
matic ringing was used. The greater 
initial cost of subscriber’s telephone 


sets and increased station mainte- 
nance also presented serious objec- 
tions to this particular system. 

The attempt to overcome these ob- 
jections brought out an eight-party 
harmonic ringing system using what 
is known as a rare gas relay at each 
telephone to keep the bell normally 
free from ground and thus maintain 
a quiet line, even with power ex- 
posure. 

This rare gas relay is a small glass 
tube with electrodes inside nearly 
touching each other. The tube is 
filed with a combination of rare 
gases that have the peculiar property 
of allowing the ringing current to 
pass but keeping the inductive cur- 
rents from going through these 
paths to ground and interfering with 
transmission. 

Both the cost and maintenance of 
these rare gas relays are much less 
than the magnetic type and the trip- 
ping relays can be adjusted on a safe 
operating margin. By means of this 
device we are able to furnish rural 
subscribers a grade of service that is 
comparable with the other modern 
improvements, now available to them 
because of the wide extensions of 
electrical distribution in rural areas. 

7 
Toll Operator and 


Radio Summons Aid 


Quick action by a toll operator of 
the Peninsular Telephone Co. at Lake- 
land, Fla., brought quick aid to a wo- 
man attacked by a burglar one night 
in her home. 

Mrs. Virginia Marshall had returned 
to Lakeland from Lake Wales about 
1 o’clock A. M. The man attacked her 
as she waited at her telephone for the 
long distance operator to place a call 
to Lake Wales. Her screams were 
heard by the operator, who immediately 
notified police. 

A police radio patrol car manned by 
two officers responded to the call and 
reached the scene in about four min- 
Mrs. Marshall, who had been 
choked and robbed, was found lying on 
the floor near the telephone. No trace 
of the intruder was found. 

Placed on a bed, Mrs. Marshall was 
quickly revived and was able to give 
a good description of the intruder. 

vy 
Western Electric 
Dividend Increased 


The board of directors of Western 
Electric Co. on June 8 declared a larger 
dividend than earlier in the year. A 
payment of 75 cents a share was au- 
thorized for distribution June 30 to 
stock of record June 25. The last pay- 
ment made by the company was 60 
cents, distributed March 31. 


utes. 
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IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL 


By FRANCIS X. WELCH 


Special Washington, D. C., Correspondent for TELEPHONY 


TELEPHONE MEN MEET WITH REA representatives to enlighten 
them on the seriousness of jeopardizing rural telephone service 


through REA construction projects, which cause inductive inter- 


ference on telephone lines, and to protest against the unfairness 


of REA in refusing to share the cost of metallicizing telephone 
lines. Report made on loans granted up to present by REA 


AST WEEK the representatives 

of Independent telephone com- 

panies’ associations gathered 
in Washington to confer with Fed- 
eral REA officials over the attitude 
recently indicated by REA Chief 
Carmody in the rather controversial 
REA release No. 203. This release, 
it will be recalled, was very critical 
about alleged attempts of rural tele- 
phone operators to burden rural 
power line’ co-ops with an unfair 
share of the cost of metallicizing 
grounded rural telephone circuits to 
eliminate induction interference. 

REA Chief Carmody was not pres- 
ent, but his personal representative, 
Kendall Foss, was on hand in com- 
pany with an REA power engineer, 
3en W. Criem, and two REA legal 
ex.perts—H. C. Lamberton and Miss 
Helen Moss. The telephone officials 
were: Louis Pitcher, executive vice- 
president; Charles C. Deering, sec- 
retary-treasurer, and Alfred L. Gei- 
ger, general counsel, of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation. 

Also present were: H. B. Couch of 
Topeka, Kans.; J. C. Crowley of St. 
Paul, Minn.; J. N. Cox of Cooke- 
ville, Tenn.; B. L. Fisher of Mar- 
tinsville, Va., and Walter J. Gallon of 
Antigo, Wis., all appearing as rep- 
resentatives of the Independent tele- 
phone associations of their 
states, as well as for the 
organization. 

The final purport of the conference 
was hardly encouraging, although 
some results may have been gained 
by the free exchange of ideas, and 
the clarification of respective posi- 
tions. The REA now knows the ex- 
act nature of the telephone group’s 
contentions and vice versa. Each 
side now knows what the other one 
is driving at; and it is possible that 
at least one of the Federal REA men 
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may have carried away from the 
conference table a more sympathetic 
understanding of the telephone com- 
panies’ problem with respect to rural 
electrification. 

The REA men agreed to study 
over the whole question carefully 
and continue the investigation. This 
may mean anything or nothing. 

For the most part the REA offi- 
cials appeared obdurate in their 
determination to have Federally- 
financed rural co-ops avoid interfer- 
ence claims as much as they pos- 
sibly can. Citing legal authority to 
them did little good. One by one 
the telephone representatives ex- 
plained the commission rulings in 
their respective states on the matter 
of defraying the cost of interference 
elimination. 

The REA attorneys assumed that 
half-amused, half-patronizing atti- 
tude, which seems to infer that if 
the prevailing law happens to conflict 
with provisions for the “more abun- 
dant life,” then the law should be 
changed. (One hears and sees a 
great deal of this attitude in Wash- 
ington during the current Senate 
debate on the Supreme Court bill.) 

The REA representatives insisted 
that rural grounded telephone equip- 
ment was not standard (a point dis- 
puted by the rural telephone repre- 
sentatives) and suggested that ad- 
ditional or supplemental loans or 
grants to take care of rehabilitating 
grounded circuits might be obtained 
from other Federal organizations. 
The telephone men countered with 
the contention that their industry 
was looking neither for gifts nor 
loans—but plain ordinary tort dam- 
ages; and that the necessity for 
contribution by the rural power 
co-ops arose not from social conces- 

sion, but from legal liability. 

Probably the REA officials, who 


had little or no authority to commit 
their bureau at such a meeting, were, 
for that reason, more cold and non- 
commital than the REA attitude may 
finally turn out to be when the argu- 
ments on both sides are checked over 
and digested by somebody over at 
REA who does have authority to act 
—but it is not a very good bet for 
a poor man. 


OOKING OVER the REA as a 
general proposition, it is diffi- 
cult to see how it can round out 
the nine years of its statutory life 
without becoming a “do-nothing” 
bureau which some future adminis- 
tration may make short work of. 
The reason is that REA is a lend- 
ing, not a spending, agency; and it 
is already experiencing difficulty get- 
ting a sufficient number of sound 
loans on its books to disburse the 
money actually made available by 
Congress for the rural power co-ops. 
This explains also why the REA, 
in order to make its loans attractive 
and keep the thrifty farmers from 
shying away from paying costs of 
lines of doubtful economic feasibil- 
ity, is trying to strip and skimp 
every penny possible, not only on 
original construction but on upkeep 
as well. This may be socially com- 
mendable, but when the stripping 
and skimping go to the extent of 
evading liability, obvious objections 
arise. 
Of course, REA says that it 1s 
overwhelmed with applications for 
loans to rural co-ops. Maybe it is; 
but why—if even a substantial sur- 
plus of these applications are sound 
-_did REA Chief Cooke ask Con- 
gress for only $30,000,000 appropr!- 
ation for the current fiscal year 1n- 
stead of the $40,000,000 expressly 
authorized by the Act creating 
REA? It could scarcely be called 
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economy, 


because these loans are 
supposed to be self-liquidating and, 
hence, are written up as outstanding 
assets rather than expenditures. 

Vhat amount of money REA had 
available during the first year of its 
liie—when it existed by executive 
order, rather than Congressional 
statute—no one outside of the Gov- 
ernment seems to know (and few in- 
for that matter). REA at that 
time was drawing on the emergency 
relief funds which Congress handed 
over in blank check form to smash 
the depression. 

But just to show how thin the 
spirits of optimism pour in the final 
essence of actual performance, con- 
that Senator Norris—father, 
or at least godfather, of the REA— 
originally agitated for $100,000,000 
for REA loans. President Roose- 
velt, who was very busy at that time 
juggling the relief funds between 
t alphabetical spenders 


side 


sider 





the different 
and lenders, cut this estimate down 
to $50,000,000 and what was finally 
decided on as REA’s official pocket- 
book has never been made officially 
known. However, the fact remains 
that during this first year, REA ac- 


tually approved payments totaling 
only $14,612,628. 
the REA Act it- 


i ys CAME 
self, giving REA authority to 
lend $50,000,000 for the first year 
and $40,000,000, every year, for the 
remaining nine years of its life. 
Last month the REA completed its 


first fiscal year under the act and 
here is its report on money dis- 
bursed: 


With new allotments totaling $700,- 
712 approved today, the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration closed its al- 
lotment books for the current fiscal 
year with $46,499,482 earmarked for 
specific rural electrification projects out 
of a total of $50,000,000 made available 
for loans this year under the terms of 
the Rural Electrification Act of 1935. 

Because the Act requires that half 
the loan funds be reserved for the states 
in proportion to the number of unclec- 
trified farms, and because several states 
have not utilized their full quotas, the 
balance of the funds cannot be used. 
Under the emergency authorization, 
prior to the passage of the Act, REA 
approved projects totaling $14,612,628, 
making a total of $61,112,110 lent or 
earmarked for 337 specific projects in 
41 states. 


On the surface this seems to be 
quite a good showing, assuming 
that the loans were all sound—and 
most of them were, in the earlier 
duys of REA at least. The small 
balance between the money “ear- 
marked” and the total financial au- 
thority to lend $50,000,000 is satis- 
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factorily explained by the “state re- 
serve” clause in the Act. 

But wait—let us see how much of 
iis money the Treasury has actual- 
ly put out for rural power lines 
which have been organized, approved 
or constructed. The next paragraph 
in the REA statement tells that 
story: 


4 
t 
? 


Loan contracts, binding the Govern- 
ment to lend the money and the bor- 
rowers to install the electrification fa- 
cilities, have been executed for 
560,207 of this total, and bids for con- 
struction have been invited on projects 
totaling $41,427,620. Construction con- 
tracts have been awarded to independ- 
ent contractors on projects for which 
up to $25,822,743 may be lent, and the 
Treasury has already paid out slight- 
ly more than $10,000,000 for work com- 
pleted. 


352,- 


To that, the cautious business man 
would probably add that there’s 
many a slip between the cup and the 
lip. In other words, the REA has 
a number of deals on paper, some 
more on blueprints, and some more 
going up, and a few are already up 
and operating. 


T IS YET too early to question 

whether any substantial portion 
of these deals will fall through. REA 
is still only a two-year-old and it 
takes time to organize, execute deals, 
and erect rural power lines. 

3ut mark this, REA suggestions 
that it is being overwhelmed with 
spontaneous applications for rural 
co-op loans are so much piffle. Truth 
of the matter is that REA promoters 
are out in the field turning every 
stone trying to persuade farmers to 
sign on the dotted line. And all this 
may explain why REA was a bit 
bashful about taking the other $10,- 
000,000 to which it was entitled by 
statute for the current fiscal year. 

Furthermore, the going is bound 
to get harder as the years go by 
and the cream of immediate 
pects is skimmed and the open ter- 
ritory becomes thinner and thinner. 
Reviving farm earnings and general 
business recovery will help some. 
Federal power projects and general 
stimulation of rural interest in elec- 
tric power will help also; but it is 
still quite likely that REA will find 
itself a few years hence with “Brew- 
ster’s millions.” 

What will happen then? Either 
an unsympathetic administration 
will wither it up and confine its op- 
erations to winding up its affairs; 
or a sympathetic administration will 


pros- 


try to extend its activities into 
neighboring lines such as rural 
plumbing. 


A possible third way out is sug- 


gested by the “power bloc” in Con- 
gress which would change REA from 
a lending to a spending agency. Then 
it would have little trouble getting 
rid of all the money Congress could 
hand out. (Already Representative 
Rankin of Mississippi is asking the 
President to “earmark” $100,000,000 
of the relief funds for WPA work on 
rural electrification projects. This 
could virtually mean outright grants 
for this purpose.) 


T IS THIS third alternative which 

seems to be the usual experience 
in governmental aid to farmers—if 
the Western irrigation projects of 
bygone years are any criterion. They 
were invariably introduced as “self- 
liquidating” and even “money-mak- 
ing” projects that would return 
every Federal dollar to the United 
States Treasury “with the blessing 
of the farmer.” 

Well, some of these old irrigation 
projects paid back something, some 
paid practically nothing, but none, 
as far as this correspondent can 
find out, ever paid back every pen- 
ny. When the situation became 
hopeless, the poor drought-stricken 
farmer, or poor flood-ridden or dust- 
bitten farmer was let off. Such may 
vet become the fate of REA power 
line loans, although in fairness it 
must be said that the loans made so 
far appear relatively conservative 
from a banking viewpoint. 

The only catch is imagining a 
political bureau ever really forcing 
farmers to pay, when they refuse to 
do so—even though they may be able 
to pay. 

Incidentally, one reason why REA 
financial co-ops are eager to escape 
from commission regulations as well 
as from interference damages may 
be found in the recent scorching re- 
fusal of the Massachusetts commis- 
sion to issue a certificate to a rural 
power co-op to be financed by the 
REA with a loan of $225,000. The 
state board said bluntly that a capi- 
tal budget of $25,000 for such a 
project was entirely inadequate to 
insure successful operation. The 
“extreme vagueness and uncertainty 
surrounding estimates of revenue 
and costs and other factors” it was 
said, “leads to the belief that future 
financial success is to be left largely 
ir the lap of favorable chance.” 


ELEPHONE men will be inter- 
ested in a recent ruling of the 
Deputy Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue which was sent out last 
week from Washington to all dis- 
(Please turn to page 31) 
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Foreign Travelogue to Frien 
“Back Home’’ 


By J. H. AGEE 


President, United States Independent Telephone Association 


Venice, Italy, 
Grand Hotel, 
June 21, 1937. 

Stanley R. Edwards, 

Editor, TELEPHONY, 

Chicago, IIl. 

Dear Stanley: 


This is the 26th wedding anni- 
versary of Mrs. Agee and myself. It 
is also the longest day of the year— 
and here we are in the world’s wet- 
test city! We arrived in the worst 
wind, hail and rainstorm I have seen 
in many a year. The streets were 
literally running with water and still 
are. If the hail extended any dis- 
tance outside of Venice it must have 
damaged the crops. 

From Florence to Venice the coun- 
try looks like our Middle West. The 
wheat is dead ripe and probably half 
harvested. These Italians are thrifty. 
We saw hundreds of farmers—and 
often more women than men— in the 
wheat fields yesterday, following the 
binders and picking up every single 
straw. When an armful was col- 
lected it was tied into a bundle and 
put on a shock. Every grain of 
wheat is saved. 

We have visited the truly marvel- 
ous cathedrals of Rome and Florence 
since I last wrote you. We've visited 
the Vatican—its great museum: 
we've visited the Catacombs, and I 
have a piece of marble the guide gave 
me, from the “supposedly” original 
tomb of St. Peter. 

We stood in awe before the im- 
mense paintings of Botticelli and 
Michaelangelo in Sistine Chapel, and 
we’ve admired the unbelievable 


























Gliding Boats and Gondolas on the Numerous Canals Flowing Through Venice Still 
Furnish the Principal Means of Transportation in This Picturesque City Built on 


the Sea. 


It Is the Second Largest Seaport in Italy. Beautiful Patrician Houses, 


Built on Firm Stone Foundations, Are Unharmed by the Lapping Waters. While 

Modern Life Has Entered the City, Inciuding a Streamlined Garage With Accommo- 

dation for 3,000 Motor-Cars at One End of the Grand Canal, Venice Still Retains 
Its Enchanting Atmosphere of Music and Silence and Beautiful Architecture. 


beauty of Villa D’Este. For three 
days we walked through the galler- 
ies in Florence—stood before the 
original paintings of Bonatello, Rem- 
brandt, Rubens, Leonardo DeVinci 
and dozens of other great masters, 
but the rest of this letter will be de- 
voted to economics rather than to 
descriptions. 

Italy, Mussolini, Fascism! What 
world significance attaches to these 
names! We are told that prior to 
the world war Italy was, to outward 


This Picture, Taken 
From a Window of St. 
Mark’s Cathedral in Ven- 
ice, Shows the Vastness 
of the Piazza Extending 
in Front of the Church. 
Hundreds of Pigeons 
Flock Here to Be Fed by 
Strolling Pedestrians and 
Tourists. In Contrast to 
This Wide Piazza, the 
Streets of Venice Are 
Generally Narrow Having 
Been Designed Mainly 
for Pedestrians. 


appearances, a nation of poverty- 
stricken people, so far as the masses 
were concerned. Individuals had 
wealth and lived in luxury. There 
were, as now, great estates but, gen- 
erally, the country was—as it had 
been for centuries—a nation of pov- 
erty and privilege. 

Its railroads were in terrible con- 
dition; its highways generally very 
poor and, in bad weather, impass- 
able; its farmers lived in hovels and 
cultivated their land by hand labor 
with hoe and rake. The wages of 
ordinary labor were from 1 to 10 
lira per day (at present values, 5 to 
50 cents per day). 

The war prostrated the country. 
Homes were broken up. Fathers and 
sons were sacrificed in the war. 
Everything was in turmoil. Then 
Benito Mussolini, the country editor 
and small-town politician, appeared. 
He was a thinker, a student, an ear- 
nest patriot. He believed the time was 
ripe for a new political and economic 
regime, and he organized the fascist 
party. He promised a new day for the 
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youth of Italy. His doctrine of gov- 
ernment responsibility for the wel- 
fare of its citizens was a genuine 
torch of liberty for the youth of 
taly. At the head of the Black 
Shirts he led a bloodless revolution 
against the old, oppressive practices 
of the monarchy. 

He was elected Premier and be- 
came the titular head of the govern- 
ment. The King still lives and 
reigns. Victor Emmanuel is appar- 
ently loved and revered, but Il Duce 
Mussolini is worshipped. In 15 
years he has rebuilt and thoroughly 
modernized Italy. He put everyone 
to work. He outlawed labor unions 
and prohibited strikes. 

He put into effect the 40-hour 
week. The public works program 
covered every possible phase of life 
or living. He bought from private 
owners—at fair value I’m told—all 
the land he desired for the govern- 
ment. He built thousands of mod- 
ern homes for farmers. He equipped 
these farms, in many instances, with 
modern American farm machinery, 
tractors, disk plows, binders, culti- 
vators and threshing machines. The 
farmers occupy these homes for a 
very nominal rental and buy them at 
low prices, on easy terms. 

has 
gym- 


In the towns and cities he 
built fine schools, hospitals, 
nasiums, and _ recreation centers. 
Education is compulsory. Military 
training begins at the age of five and 
continues throughout college. After 
college every young man serves 18 
months in the army and is subject to 
call at any time up to the age of 45. 

Il Duce Mussolini has erected 
large apartment houses—hundreds 
of them—sold them at cost to the 
people on extremely easy terms. For 
the poorest paid laborers he has con- 
structed small bungalows in restrict- 
ed neighborhoods and rents them for 
a trivial amount. 

He has rebuilt the railroads and 
electrified miles of them. The trains 
run on time. Rates are very low and 
trains are all crowded. He has con- 
structed thousands of miles of splen- 
did paved highways—outside and in- 
side the cities. Modern sewer sys- 
tems have been constructed every- 
where. 

He has built great power projects 
and transmission lines, but the tele- 
phone companies are still privately- 
owned and operated. Rates are regu- 
lated. Private business is encour- 
aged and the government does not 
compete with it. It taxes it heavily, 
of course, to produce revenue. 

Mussolini attacked the crime situa- 
tion in no uncertain terms. He sent 
the army into Sicily, the home of the 
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Blackhand, and rounded up the no- 
torious criminals and—we are told— 
put them in front of a firing squad. 
Crime has almost disappeared in 
Italy. 

The results: To all appearances, 
Italy is a fine, prosperous, orderly, 
clean country, modern in all respects. 
Fascism certainly has lots to com- 
mend it! As we think of the New 
Deal in America, it seems like an at- 
tempt to copy Fascism without the 
courage to carry it through. 

Picture the United States without 
a labor union or without strikes! Can 
you. see the army putting the crimi- 
nal out of business? 

In both countries the question of 
national debt has not been solved. It 
may wreck both nations but, given 
time and an opportunity for business 
to make profits from which to pay 
heavy taxes, the debts might be 
liquidated without repudiation. 

Just outside my window are the 
gondolas—dozens of them. Some are 
works of art in their carvings, gold 
and silver mountings and decora- 





tions. Here is an example of what 
people can do if they have the will. 
I mean Venice. 

Think of a city built along the 
edges of the arms of the sea—for 
centuries no means of transportation 
but boats, and yet great buildings 
were erected. Art was encouraged. 

This hotel is really a wonderful 
building—richly furnished—all walls 
covered with brocaded hangings 
from ceiling to floor. There is no 
plaster or wallpaper—merely board 
partitions and draperies, oriental 
rugs, mahogany and walnut furni- 
ture inlaid with gold and shell—and 
yet entirely surrounded by water 
which laps the very window ledges. 

With all this interesting sightsee- 
ing, we think of America—wonder if 
the wheat crop is maturing well and 
if rain is plentiful. 

Vive La France! Viva L’Italia! 
Long Live America! We leave Venice 
after three days of sightseeing and 
go to Switzerland, Germany, back to 
Paris, over to London for a few cays 
—then home. 





hood, he was executed. 


nate; his morale is lowered. 


mischief. 


mother? 


than that of housewife. 


have to advertise the fact.” 





OCCUPATION 


By MISS ANNE BARNES 


Traveling Chief Operator, Iowa Independent Telephone Association, Des Moines, Iowa 


VERY EGYPTIAN was commanded by law to declare annually 
by what means he maintained himself. If he failed to do so, or 
did not give a clear account of his manner of securing a liveli- 


The average normal person wants occupation of some sort because 
it is necessary to his welfare and happiness. He feels an urge to be 
occupied in some definite way. When he is unable to find regular 
employment for any considerable period of time, his energies stag- 
Idleness is said to be the mother of 


While visiting at a friend’s home one afternoon, a census repre- 
sentative called. Among the many questions he asked her was: How 
are the various members of the family employed, including her 
I suppose it was necessary to know whether or not the 
mother was employed, as so many mothers nowadays hold other titles 


Hetty told the census taker that her mother was not employed and 
he entered the words, “No Occupation,” opposite her name. 

“No Occupation!” Why, Hetty’s mother was so busy from the 
first streak of daylight until after the evening meal, ministering 
to the needs and wants of her large family, that she was rarely seen 
in the front of the house and seldom without her kitchen apron on. 
And yet Hetty had allowed those words, “No Occupation,” to be 
entered opposite her mother’s name. 

“Merely a form,” Hetty remarked when I made a few comments 
after the census taker had gone. “ ‘No Occupation’ sounds better 
than ‘Housewife,’ anyway. We cannot afford a maid, but we don’t 


Nature has made occupation a necessity, whether one is a house- 
wife or a bank president; society has made occupation a duty, even 
though one might not care for his work; habit has made occupation 
a pleasure, as one cannot help feeling a joy in usefulness. 

Moral: “The crowning fortune of a man is to be born with a bias 
to some pursuit and happiness.’”’—Emerson. 








Independent Officials 
Discuss Carmody Order With REA 


AT A CONFERENCE WITH REA OFFICIALS, executives of 
national and state telephone associations present information 
showing unfairness of Administrator Carmody’s ruling that 
grounded telephone lines are obsolete and REA projects should 
not pay any of the expense of metallicizing those subject to 


inductive 


EPRESENTATIVES of 

Independent 

officials of the national 
ciation and various state associa- 
tions, met with representatives of the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
in Washington, D. C., Wednesday, 
July 7. 

The purpose of the conference was 
to give the REA officials accurate and 
authentic information concerning the 
grounded rural telephone systems, 
many of which will go out of exist- 
ence if the recent order of Adminis- 
trator John M. Carmody of the REA 
—that the REA will not share costs 
of metallicizing grounded telephone 
lines in territories where telephone 
service is interfered with through 


the 
telephone group, 


asso- 


interference 


the building of REA electrical lines 
(TELEPHONY, June 19)—is not re- 
scinded. 

The representatives of the REA, 
who listened to the presentations of 
the representatives of the various 
telephone associations, were: H. C. 
Lamberton, assistant general coun- 
REA; Miss Helen Moss, attor- 
ney, REA; Ben W. Criem, power en- 
gineer, REA; and Kendall Foss of 
the REA publicity bureau. 

The Independent group was com- 
posed of men who have had years of 
practical experience in telephone 
management, operation, construction 
and legal affairs. In addition to their 
own practical experience, before 
going to Washington they had all 


sel, 





scinded as a result of the protests. 


justness and fairness. 





Tell Your REA Story to Senators and Congressmen 


The recent order of John M. Carmody, administrator of the REA, to 
the effect that grounded telephone circuits are out-of-date and that REA 
projects will not share costs of eliminating inductive interference on 
grounded lines, has aroused great criticism and protest among telephone 
companies and rural telephone lines, in states where rural electrification 
projects are under way. In fact, feeling against such an unjust government 
erder has reached an extent not seen in the telephone field for some 30 
years or more—since the time when the Postmaster General issued an order 
requiring post offices to have only Bell telephones. 


As Mr. Carmody’s order is palpably unjust to various small telephone 
companies and roadside lines, telephone associations in states affected by 
the order are suggesting that not only telephone companies but farm sub- 
scribers and switching station customers write their senators and con- 
gressmen, and also Mr. Carmody, immediately. 
briefly review the situation in their particular territory and ask their rep- 
resentatives in Washington to intercede with Mr. Carmody in behalf of 


The personal opinions of telephone men and telephone users who will 
be affected by Mr. Carmody’s drastic order should also be expressed in 
letters to him, whose address is John M. Carmody, Rural Electrification 
Administration, 2000 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, D. C. 

We are certain that when he realizes the widespread effect and harmful 
influence of this order, Mr. Carmody will take steps to rescind it. 


That order was re- 


It is suggested that they 








through REA construction projects 


conferred with directors of their va- 
rious associations and were well ad- 
vised of all conditions concerning the 
probable results of enforcement of 
Mr. Carmody’s drastic order. 

The conference lasted about 2% 
hours, during which no notes were 
taken by the representatives of the 
REA of the presentations and points 
made by the Independent telephone 
men. Mr. Carmody gave the indi- 
vidual members of the Independent 
group a cordial greeting and left be- 
fore the conference began. Before 
the conference closed the REA off- 
cials assured the telephone people 
their arguments would be considered 
and recommendations made to Mr. 
Carmody. 

The general picture of the rural 
electrification and grounded tele- 
phone lines as to inductive interfer- 
ence was presented by Charles C. 
Deering, Des Moines, Iowa, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association 
and also secretary-treasurer of the 
lowa Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation. Specific details of the lowa 
situation relative to grounded tele- 
phone lines and the electrical distri- 
butions systems in rural territory 
were given by Mr. Deering. 

He directed attention to the ruling ’ 
of the lowa Railroad Commission in 
1916, after extensive investigation of 
inductive interference with telephone 
lines, and also referred to the com- 
mission’s ruling of last August (TE- 
LEPHONY, August 29, 1936) in which 
the 1916 order was reaffirmed with 
the provision that one power com- 
pany could build grounded neutral 
lines as an experiment, providing 
that it pay for metallicizing ground- 
ed circuits affected by the electrical 
lines. 

J. C. Crowley, Jr., St. Paul, Minn., 


(Continued on page 22) 
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(Concluded from page 18) 
secretary of the Minnesota Tele- 
phone Association, gave the history 
of inductive interference with tele- 
phone lines in Minnesota and the 
agreement made with the power com- 
panies in 1926 as embodied in an 
order of the Minnesota Railroad and 
Warehouse Commission. He also re- 
ferred to two interference cases since 
then which have come before the 
commission and in which rulings 
were made against the electrical in- 
terests, one of which was a munici- 
pally-owned property. 

Mr. Crowley gave Assistant Gen- 
eral Counsel Lamberton of the REA 
a copy of the Minnesota general 
order, containing rules and regula- 
tions for electrical construction, and 
also copies of the general informa- 
tion which the commission issued 
May 14, 1936, regarding require- 
ments and procedures in connection 
with rural electrification projects. 

R. W. Hedrick, Jefferson City, Mo., 
secretary of the Missouri Telephone 
Association, made a presentation of 
Missouri conditions. In reply to Mr. 
Hedrick’s question relative to the au- 
thority of state regulatory commis- 
sions over REA projects, REA As- 
sistant General Counsel Lamberton, 
in substance, stated that the REA 
does not recognize any state commis- 
sion control over REA projects, add- 
ing that the legal phases had been 
thoroughly investigated. 

H. B. Couch, Topeka, Kans., secre- 
tary of the Kansas Telephone Asso- 
ciation, related the effect of REA 
projects on Kansas telephone com- 
panies. He referred to the so-called 
switched telephones as being more 
affected than the telephones of com- 
mercial companies. The commercial 
companies, he stated, are interested 
because the rural, roadside or switch- 
ing telephone lines, with grounded 
circuits would be forced out of serv- 
ice. The commercial telephone com- 
panies, therefore, would lose the rev- 
enue which these rural lines pay for 
switched service. 

Walter J. Gallon, Antigo, Wis., 
president of the Wisconsin State Tel- 
ephone Association, told of the Wis- 
consin telephone companies working 
in harmony with the electrical inter- 
ests with the approval of the Wiscon- 
sin Public Service Commission. He 
presented Assistant General Counsel 
Lamberton of the REA with a copy 
of the Wisconsin rules prepared by 
the committee appointed by the com- 
mission and approved by it April 6, 
1937 (TELEPHONY, May 22, p. 22). 

Mr. Gallon stated that the case of 
Tenney Telephone Co. vs. Wisconsin- 
Minnesota Light & Power Co., de- 
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cided May 5, 1919, upon which the 
REA apparently relies to uphold its 
stand, as given in Mr. Carmody’s 
recent order, is not clear-cut in favor 
of the electrical company. It was 
pointed out to Assistant General 
Counsel Lamberton that in this order 
the commission recognized that 
grounded telephone circuits, in many 
cases, would be considered standard 
construction, the commission saying: 
“It is conceivable that in sparsely- 
settled communities where the in- 
creased investment necessary to pro- 
vide full metallic circuits would make 
the cost of the service absolutely pro- 
hibitive, a grounded system could be 
regarded as standard construction, 
and the cost of making the lines full 
metallic apportioned, in part at least, 
to the transmission line company.” 


Low-Cost Service 
Essential in Rural Areas 

B. L. Fisher, Martinsville, Va., 
representing the Virginia Independ- 
ent Telephone Association, empha- 
sized the necessity for cheap tele- 
phone service in rural districts. He 
stressed the changes that have taken 
place in recent years. Among these 
changes, he cited the location of doc- 
tors in larger towns where formerly 
they lived in the smaller communities 
and hamlets, and the telephone is re- 
quired to obtain their attendance 
quickly. Low-cost telephone service 
is essential to rural inhabitants who 
are unable to pay for the high quality 
metallic circuit service. 

James N. Cox, Cookeville, Tenn., 
president of the Tennessee Independ- 
ent Telephone Association, told of 
the harmony existing between the 
telephone and electrical interests in 
Tennessee. 

Mr. Cox directed attention to the 
activities of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority in building electrical lines. 
The engineering department of the 
TVA has recommended that ground- 
ed telephone lines, which would be 
subject to inductive interference 
from the TVA lines, should be taken 
care of at the expense of the TVA. 

Louis Pitcher, Chicago, IIl., execu- 
tive vice-president of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, spoke on the far-reaching 
effect of the REA stand given in the 
press release issued by Mr. Carmody 
(TELEPHONY, June 19). He ex- 
pressed the hope that the REA would 
recede from that position and recog- 
nize the rules laid down by the vari- 
ous state authorities as a result of 
conferences between men of experi- 
ence representing the various inter- 
ests involved. 

He declared that the policy of “live 





and let live’ had been successful 
over a period of many years and 
should be continued. Thus the farm- 
ers will be assured of having their 


low-priced, 
service. 

Before the conference adjourned, 
it was agreed that General Attorney 
Alfred L. Geiger, of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, and Assistant General Coun- 
sel Lamberton would confer at a 
later time on the legal aspects of the 
matter. 

REA Administrator John M. Car- 
mody apparently made his ruling and 
order—that grounded telephone lines 
are obsolete and that REA projects 
should not share any of the costs of 
metallicizing such circuits which 
would be subject to inductive inter- 
ference—without giving any thought 
to the telephone side and without ob- 
taining information regarding it 
from telephone people. 

Small telephone company owners 
and farm line companies and farm 
telephone users, therefore, should 
write him giving details of their own 
situations. Their Senators and Con- 
gressmen should also be advised, so 
they can discuss the matter intelli- 
gently with Mr. Carmody. 

vy 
Low British Toll Rates 


Bring Subscribers 


Unlimited talk for a fixed maximum 
charge of 60 cents had the effect in 
England of increasing the number of 
telephones installed between last Oc- 
tober and April 30 of 170,000, raising 
the total of instruments in use to 2,- 
890,000. 

These figures were revealed to the 
House of Commons by Major Tyron, 
the Postmaster General, in asking for 
an appropriation of $175,000,000 for 
the development of the telephone, tele- 
graph and ancillary services, of which 
no less than $160,000,000 is for the 
telephone service. 


satisfactory telephone 


In the two years since a similar res- 
olution was introduced, 439,000 tele- 
phones had been installed, he said. 
Provision was being made for a fur- 
ther increase of 250,000 in the current 
financial year. 

In March, 1936, there were 295,000 
trunk calls a day. Then the maximum 
charge of 2s 6d for a call by day to 
the farthest part of the islands was 
introduced. 

“Tf people knew the charge was 2s 
6d they gladly took up their instrument 
and had 5s worth in no time,” he con- 
cluded. “Owing to the simplicity of 
this charge the number of trunk calls 
increased within a year to 339,000 a 
day—a remarkable development.” 
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Condensed 
News 


Financial 

New York, N. Y.—The board of di- 
rectors of General Telephone Allied 
Corp. has declared a dividend of $3.50 
per share on the $6 preferred stock 
of the corporation, payable August 1, 
to holders of record at the close of bus- 
iness on July 15. The dividend is a pay- 
ment on arrears for the period Novem- 
ber 1, 1936 to May 31, 1937, inclusive. 


Construction 


LAKELAND, FLa.—The Peninsular Tel- 
ephone Co. has completed installation of 
17.975 feet of underground cable here. 
A total of 8,600 feet of cable has been 
laid in the Cleveland Heights section, 
5,500 feet from Lake Beulah west to 
Central avenue, 3,300 feet from east 
Rose street into Shore Acres, 300 feet 
to Southern college and 275 feet to the 
new Firestone Service Store and Bal- 
lenger’s Auto Storage garage. 

Local Manager W. F. Cook said in- 
stallation of the cable was an indica- 
tion of improved economic conditions 
here. Telephone installations here have 
shown a steady increase. 

AmBoy, ILL.—The Farmers Tele- 
phone Co., Lee County, is installing 
underground cable in the business sec- 
tion here and has contracted for the 
rebuilding of the switchboard. 

Sonora, TEXAS—The San Angelo 
Telephone Co. plans to erect a new 
building of brick and tile in which will 
be housed new automatic equipment 
be house new automatic equipment. The 
building will also contain the com- 
pany’s offices, as well as a six-room 
apartment for the use of the local 
manager, W. R. Barnes, and family. 

The total cost of improvements to be 
made will approximate $40,000 or 
$50,000 it was stated. The company has 
350 subscribers. 


Miscellaneous 


MATTOON, ILL.—The Illinois Consoli- 
dated Telephone Co. has acquired the 
exchange of the Arthur Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. at Arthur. 

NEw York, N. Y.—R. S. Hopkins 
has been named manager of the New 
York sales office of the General Cable 
Corp., located at 205 E. 42nd street. 


Obituary 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL.—George Johnson, 
for 26 years wire chief for the Wabash 
Telephone Co. and its predecessors, died 
suddenly on June 11. 

TIPTON, IND.—Charles M. Martz, 70 
years old, prominent in telephone and 
financial activities here and a leader 
in the Christian church in Indiana, 
died June 25. , 

Mr. Martz was vice-president and 
a director of the Farmers Loan & Trust 
Co., treasurer of the Tipton Telephone 
Co., a director of the Tipton Furniture 
Co., president and a director of the 
Goldsmith Bank, and sole owner of the 
Arcadia Telephone Co. 

He was a director of the Bethany 
Assembly, religious retreat conducted 
by the Disciples of Christ Church at 

srooklyn, Ind., and for many years was 
its president. 
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TELEPHONE PAY 
STATIONS 





The Gray hardened steel cash compartment 
door is unsurpassed for strength and resistance 
to burglary. The front, bracket and reenforcing 
side pieces are electrically welded together into a 
single unit of great rigidity. After assembly and 
hardening, each door is rigorously inspected and 
undergoes a tensile test to check the strength of 
the welds. 


The locks used in Gray Pay Stations have a 
hardened steel cap to prevent drilling. The possi- 
bility of drilling or driving out the lock center is 
also minimized by the hardened steel bracket 
supporting the lock and by the design of the key- 
hole which is not made round, in conventional 
fashion but is opened up only in the arc through 
which the key is rotated. As a result, two projec- 
tions are left extending over the lock center to 
prevent the use of a drill or drift. 


Gray Telephone Pay Stations are made to meet 
the exact requirements of any telephone com- 
pany, large or small... and for any type of service. 


GRAY TELEPHONE 
PAY STATION CO. 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


Order Direct or Through 
AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CO., Chicago 


KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD & SUPP CO., Chicago 
STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE - CO., Rochester 
CANADIAN TELEPHONES & SUPPLIES LIMITED, Toronto, 


Montreal, Winni and Vancouver 
NORTHERN ELECTRIC CO., LTD., Halifax, Montreal, Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Edmonton Vancouver 


Or any other telephone supply house 








Jamestown (N. Y.) Telephone Corp. 
Not Bell-Controlled, FCC Finds 


EFFECTIVE CONTROL of Jamestown (N. Y.) Telephone Corp. 
is exercised by local interests. This is the conclusion of Federal 
Communications Commission which ruled, last week, that the 
Jamestown corporation is a connecting carrier and as such is 
subject only to sections 201-205, inclusive, of Communications 
Act. FCC finds that John H. Wright, president of the company, 


INDING that the Jamestown 
k local interests have at all times 

effectively controlled the James- 
town Telephone Corp., Jamestown, 
N. Y., irrespective of any investment 
therein by the New York Telephone 
Co. and despite the latter company’s 
opposition to policies of the local 
management, the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, on July 7, ruled 
that the Jamestown corporation is a 
connecting carrier as contemplated 
by section 2 (b) (2) of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934, and as such 
is subject only to sections 201-205 
inclusive of the act. The order be- 
came effective on the date of its ex- 
ecution. 

A digest of the testimony present- 
ed at the hearing in this proceeding 
(known as docket No. 4114) before 
the FCC, January 7, was presented 
in TELEPHONY of January 16, page 32. 

In the summary and conclusion con- 
tained in the report accompanying 
its recent order the commission finds 
that “upon consideration of the un- 
controverted relevant testimony of 
witnesses, together with the numer- 
ous pertinent and material exhibits 
introduced in evidence therein, it 
appears convincingly from the rec- 
ord that complete negotiations for 
the Jamestown consolidation and or- 
ganization of respondent (James- 
town Telephone Corp.) were initiat- 
ed and carried on by the president 
of respondent corporation (John H. 
Wright) who, it appears, has never 
in any manner been connected with 
the Bell System or interests.” (See 
TELEPHONY, May 17. 1919.) 

The FCC finds, further, “that no 
officer or local stockholder of the 
home company, or the respondent, 
received from the Bell interests any 
compensation for services in nego- 
tiating the Jamestown transaction, 
and that the two-thirds of the re- 
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has never in any manner been connected with Bell interests 





JOHN H. WRIGHT, President of the 


Jamestown Telephone Corp., Has 

Been Identified With the Local Tele- 

phone Company of Jamestown, N. Y., 
for 34 Years. 


spondent’s authorized common stock 
purchased by individuals at James- 
town, who had no connection with 
the Bell System, was purchased with 
their own funds; 

“That the requirement for the con- 
sent of 80 per cent of the common 
stock to the exercise of enumerated 
statutory powers was inserted in 
respondent’s certificate of incorpora- 
tion for the purpose of assuring to 
the local majority common stock- 
holders control of the affairs of the 
respondent; 

That the New York company 
owns 47 per cent of the outstand- 
ing capital of respondent corpora- 
tion, including one-third of the com- 
mon stock, but of the preferred stock 
so owned which has voting power, 
the right to vote is expressly limited 
to certain enumerated, and appar- 
ently remote, contingencies.” 





As to the handling of toll busi- 
ness in the territory of the James- 
town Telephone Corp. the FCC found 
“that the respondent handles and 
completes with its own facilities all 
intra-territorial toll business origi- 
rating or terminating within its ter- 
ritory, and the New York company 
receives no part of the revenues 
therefrom; that the respondent has 
no lines crossing state boundaries, 
but engages in interstate communi- 
cation through physical connection 
with the facilities of the New York 
company, which has or maintains no 
switchboard or operators in respond- 
ent’s territory, and has no lines ex- 
tending to or connected with re- 
spondent’s switchboard.” 

The FCC is convinced from the 
evidence presented in this proceed- 
ing that the Jamestown corporation 
is effectively controlled by local in- 
terests. Says the commission in the 
report accompanying its order of last 
week: 

“The record clearly shows the ex- 
istence of sharp differences of opin- 
ion between the local directors and 
the directors representing the New 
York company over a period of years 
relating to company management 
and policy, and that when such con- 
flicts occurred the will of the local 
Independent directors invariably 
prevailed. 

The cancellation of traffic and fa- 
cilities rental agreements between 
the respondent and the New York 
company, by the respondent, and the 
resultant litigation, are indicative 
of a feeling of hostility and lack of 
cooperation between the local stock- 
holders and the New York company, 
and considered strong evidence bear- 
ing on the question of control.” 

The litigation referred to result- 
ed in a ruling by the Supreme Court 
cf New York, Eighth District, on 
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igainst the Jamestown Tele- 

Corp. and directing the jury 
ng in a verdict of “no cause 
tion.” (See TELEPHONY of Feb- 

27). The contract between 
the companies covering compensa- 
tion for the handling of toll business 
of the New York Bell by the James- 
town corporation was held by the 
court to have been properly cancelled 
and the plaintiff was relegated to 
action upon a quantum meruit for 
services. 

In the instant case the FCC found 
that the Jamestown Telephone Corp. 
leases wires to a broadcasting com- 
pany for broadcast purposes but the 
furnishing of these facilities is 
leemed not such as to affect the 
question of control in this case. 

In conclusion, the FCC finds: 

“The relevant and material evi- 
dence of record in this case, consid- 
ered as a whole, is convincing that 
the Jamestown local interests have 
at all times effectively controlled the 
Jamestown Telephone Corp., irre- 
spective of any investment therein 
by the New York company, and in 
spite of its opposition to policies of 
the local management of the re- 
spondent. 

Upon consideration of all relevant 
and material facts and circumstances 
appearing of record in this case, the 
commission is of the opinion and so 
finds that the Jamestown Telephone 
Corp., as a wire telephone communi- 
cation carrier, is engaged in inter- 
state and foreign communication 
solely through physical connection 
with the facilities of the New York 
Telephone Co., another carrier not 
directly or indirectly controlling or 
controlled by, or under direct or 
indirect common control with the 
Jamestown Telephone Corp., and is, 
therefore, a connecting carrier as 
contemplated by section 2(b) (2) of 
the Communications Act of 1934.” 

Accordingly, the FCC entered an 
order, July 7, to the effect that the 
Jamestown Telephone Corp. is classi- 
fied as a connecting carrier and as 
such subject only to sections 201-205 
inclusive of the Communications Act. 


VY 

Vote to Hold Nebraska 
Convention in April 
Directors of the Nebraska Telephone 
Association passed a resolution at their 
recent meeting that future annual meet- 
ings of the association will be held at a 
later date than February, which has 
been the rule for many years. The next 
annual convention will be held at the 
Hotel Paxton, Omaha, April 19 and 20. 
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Standards of quick. dependable. high 


quality service can be maintained 


more easily 


and economically 


with 


EXIDE-CHLORIDE BATTERIES 


Reliability is the 
characteristic of Exide - Chloride 
Telephone Batteries. They assure 
dependable power when 
you want it. During 
normal operation 
they will help you to 
maintain your stand- 
ards of quick, high 
quality service aft all 
times. More import- 
ant, however, is the 
fact that Exide Bat- 
teries will deliver 
the power necessary 
to carry your ex- 
change through 
emergency situations. 

Accidents, storms, 
fires, floods and 
other unavoidable 
events have a way of 
upsetting the smooth 
operation of your equipment. That 
is when the real value of Exide 
Battery dependability will make 
itself apparent. The operation of 
Exide Batteries is not interfered 
with by fluctuation or interruptions 
of the a.c. power supply. Records 
show that even though submerged 
in 20 feet of water in flooded ex- 
changes, Exide Batteries have con- 


outstanding 








tinued to deliver power for the 
operation of emergency circuits. 
You can be sure of this depend- 
able operation, under the 
most severe kind of 
emergency or peak 
load conditions, 
when an Exide Tele- 
phone Battery is in- 
stalled in your ex- 
change. 

Naturally, the 
value of sucli per- 
formance cannot be 
measured in dollars 
and cents; but the 
economy which re- 
sults from the many 
extra years of service 
which Exide Batter- 
ies assure is a factor 
that can be figured. 
No matter what your 

telephone battery job may be, com- 
mon battery, emergency reserve, 
signalling, P.B.X.—it will be done 
more dependably and economically 
with an Exide-Chloride Telephone 
Battery. Whenever utmost of de- 
pendability, long-life and freedom 
from care are determining factors, 
the Exide-Chloride type of tele- 


phone battery is invariably used. 


Exide 


BATTERIES 


FOR EVERY TELEPHONE USE 


THE ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY CO., Philadelphia 


The World’s Largest Manufacturers of Storage Batteries for Every Purpose 


Exide 


Batteries of Canada, 


Limited, Toronto 





RECENT ADDITION to the 
A toll operating practice is the 


instruction for handling “Pic- 
ture Calls.” These calls are classi- 
fied as “Special Calls” but require 
special handling only to the extent 
in which special handling is given, 
if requested, on regular calls. 

If, while a picture is being trans- 
mitted by wire, an operator monitors 
on the connection, it interferes to 
the extent that the picture must be 
transmitted all over again. There- 
fore, if an outward operator knows 
that a picture is to be sent, she 
should designate the connection as 
one on which she is not to monitor 
or cut in, except in response to a 
signal. When an outward operator 
receives such a request, she proceeds 
as follows: 

RECOGNIZING CALL AND DESIGNAT- 
ING TICKET: If a customer asks the 
operator not to monitor his connec- 
tion or indicates in any way that he 
wishes you to refrain from monitor- 
ing, say, “All right, sir,’ and if 
switchhook supervision is not re- 
ceived from the calling station, add, 
“Signal when through, please?” En- 
ter “do not monitor” in the “Special 
Instruction” space on the ticket. 





TELEPHONY’S 
INDEX 
for Volume 112 


which was completed with the 
June 26 issue, is now ready for 
distribution among those who 
keep complete files. In this 
listed all of the 
articles 
items which appeared in 
TELEPHONY between January 
2 and June 26, 1937. The 
index affords a ready reference 
and will be supplied free of 
charge to those making appli- 
Write: 


index are 


important and 


cation. 


Telephony Publishing Corp. 
608 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago, Ill. 








The Operators’ Corner 


By MRS. MAYME WORKMAN 


Trafic Supervisor, The Illinois Telephone Association, Springfield, I1l. 


HANDLING REQUEST to 


refrain from monitoring 


a connection on a long 


distance call. 
Calls.” 


“Picture 
Series No. 295 


On a call from a ringdown tribu- 
tary, before conversation _ starts, 
reach the ring-down tributary oper- 
ator and ask her not to monitor or 
cut in, except in response to a signal, 
giving her the reason. Also, ask her 
to signal you when she receives a 
disconnect signal. 

REACHING TTC AND _ PASSING 
CALL: Reach the TTC in the usual 
way except that, if the TTC is 
reached over a built-up circuit, in- 
clude the words “Do not monitor” in 
your order for a circuit to each in- 
termediate operator, saying, “Do not 
monitor. (TTC)”, or “MX. Do not 
monitor. (TTC),” as the case re- 
quires. When the TTC operator an- 
swers, say, for example, “Do not 
monitor (Called number).” 

EXCEPTION: If the entry “rd” ap- 
pears in the called “Place” space, 
when the TTC operator answers, say, 
for example, “Do not monitor (Called 
place).”” When you pass the call to 
the ringdown tributary operator, ask 
her not to monitor or cut in, except 
in response to a signal, giving her 
the reason. 

DESIGNATING CONNECTION: Attach 
a cord clip to the listening key of 
the cord pair used as a reminder not 
te monitor or cut in, except in re- 
sponse to a signal. 

SUPERVISING AFTER CUTTING OUT 
OF CONNECTION: Having stamped the 
start of conversation and cut out, do 
not monitor or cut in, except in re- 
sponse to a supervisory signal. When 
a supervisory signal is received, cut 
in if you would normally do so and, 
if you hear conversation, a tone of 
any frequency, or a whistling sound, 
cut out. 

DELAY ENCOUNTERED IN COM- 
PLETING CONNECTION: Whenever you 
receive a WH report or a report of 
“Ready” on an NC call order, repeat 
the request, “Do not monitor.” 

When the Inward operator receives 








an order, “Do not monitor,” after 
having completed the connection, at- 
tach a cord clip to the listening key 
of the cord pair used as a reminder 
that, after the called station has an- 
swered, you are not to monitor or cut 
in, except in response to a signal. 

Note: It is assumed that such 
orders will not be received on calls 
for stations from which switchhook 
supervision is not received. 

When a Through operator receives 
an order, “Do not monitor,” after 
having completed the connection and 
cut out, attach a cord clip to the 
listening key of the cord pair used 
as a reminder not to monitor or cut 
in except in response to a signal. 

All operators should exercise the 
utmost care in handling picture calls 
in regard to passing the necessary 
order “Do not monitor” and in at- 
taching a clip as prescribed. 


Questions from Illinois Operators 


1 On a built-up circuit, when do we 
say “Ring” the destination and 
when “AG”? 

. When a subscriber thanks you for 
having given him the time or 
some such service, is it necessary 
to say, “You are welcome’? 

. Can a report charge be charged 
if given by an operator? 

4. When a person-to-person ¢all is 
placed and the operator tries four 
or five different stations but the 
call is not completed, what report 
charge is charged? 

5. If you are asked by your company 
to put a filing time on tickets, 
would it be an error? 

The answers to these traffic questions 


bo 


Ww 


are presented on page 33. 


vv 
Gray Pay Station 
Company Files Appeal 


The Gray Telephone Pay Station Co., 
of Hartford, Conn., has filed an appeal 
from the decision of the United States 
district court, northern district court 
of Illinois, Chicago, (TELEPHONY, June 
12) in its suit against the Western 
Electric Co., charging dial pay stations 
made by the defendant constitute an in- 
fringement upon a patent held by 
George A. Long, president of the Gray 
company. The appeal was filed by the 
Soans & Pond and George I. Haight. 
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Here and There in the Field 


Novel Display in Lobby 
of Fort Wayne Exchange 


T accompanying illustration shows 
a display which is attracting consider- 
able attention in the lobby of the Home 
Telephone & Telegraph Co.’s exchange 


OF 


Te TELEPHONE CALLS 


NOW IN PROGRESS 
a Jt. Wayne 


AVERARE’RAT E 


CALLS PER DAY 


building in Fort Wayne, Ind. It was 
made possible by hooking up an am- 
meter to record the battery consump- 
tion rate per hour. By the use of a 
different scale, this is translated into 
telephone calls per hour. 

The other two meters show, respec- 
tively, the average rate of calls per day 
and the rate per month. 

This display was the subject of an 
interesting feature story published re- 
cently in a Fort Wayne newspaper, as 
a result of a visit of a reporter to the 
telephone office. 


vv 
Telephone Collection Pre- 


sented to Historical Society 

Helen L. Cragg, wife of Arthur C. 
Cragg, of St. Paul, Minn., for many 
years vice-president and general auditor 
of the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., is the author of an interesting full 
page feature story published in the 
magazine section of the St. Paul Pio- 
neer Press for Sunday, June 20, “Ex- 
hibit Tells State’s Telephone History.” 
That is the heading given to this illus- 
trated article, written as a prelude to 
the recent presentation to the Minnesota 
State Historical Society of a collection 
consisting of more than 65 old tele- 
phones, several switchboards and nu- 
merous photographs by George W. 
Johnson, an old employe of the Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

This, Mr. Johnson said, was his sec- 
cnd telephone collection. The first one 
he sold to a junk dealer for $15, the 
value of the platinum and other basic 
metals. This later “hobby” collection 
might also have suffered the same fate, 
had not someone taken an interest in 
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assembling and placing it. The col- 
lection forms the nucleus of a _per- 
manent exhibit of the Minnesota State 
Historical Society, portraying the prog- 
ress of the telephone industry in Min- 
resota. 

Mrs. Cragg recounts 


some of the 


View of Display in 


Lobby of The Home 


AVERAGE RATE 


ALLS PER MONTH 


Telephone & Tele- 


graph Co., of Fort 


Wayne, Ind., Showing 


the Rate of Tele- 


phone Calls in Prog- 


ress in That City. 


many changes that have taken place in 
the telephone industry since 1877 (a 
year after Alexander Graham Bell had 
first demonstrated his famous inven- 
tion) when the telephone found its way 
to the great Northwest. 


The beginning of commercial tele- 
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These heavy zinc shields clamp 
directly around the cable under 
the rings. 


They form a hard bearing sur- 
face for the rings and eliminate 
wear on the cable sheath. 


Recommended for use under 
one or two rings on each side 
of the pole. 
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phone service in the Twin Cities, she 
states, was the installation in June, 
1877, by an employe of the Northwest- 
ern Telegraph Co. of a telephone line 
extending from his home to the Minne- 
apolis city hall. Some time later a line 
was constructed in St. Paul from the 
offices of the Griggs & Saunders Fuel 
Co. to its yard near the Union depot. In 
1879 the first telephone exchange in the 
Twin Cities was installed in Minneapo- 
lis and served 10 subscribers. 

“Lines were strung over honsetops; 
zigzagged through the streets; 
connections were slow and switchboards 


poles 


crude, but telephony was on its way,” 
writes Mrs. Before long St. 
Paul boasted of a telephone exchange. 
In 1898 the Valley Tele- 
phone Co., predecessor of the Twin City 
Telephone Co. and the Tri-State Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., established com- 
petitive exchanges in the Twin Cities. 
The latter company became a subsidi- 
ary of the Northwestern Bell in 1933. 
Mrs. Cragg relates a bit of interest- 
ing history incident to the invention of 
the Strowger automatic telephone sys- 
tem, installed in Albert Lea, Minn., as 
early as 1892. An example of one of 


Cragg. 
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Made in six sizes for cables 
ranging from I'/," to 3'/," 
in diameter. 


Write for prices and 
samples. 
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the instruments used in that exchange 
is contained in the Johnson collection 
presented to the Minnesota Historical 
Society. Instead of the dial it has a 
series of push buttons on an inclined 
box-like base of the wall set. 

Photographs of this 1892 model auto- 
matic telephone instrument as well as 
1898, 1906 and 1936 desk type auto- 
matic instruments, which are a part of 
the historical collection, are reproduced 
in connection with Mrs. Cragg’s article. 
Photographs are also reproduced of 
early wall type and desk type manual 
telephones, as well as the first Minne- 
apolis exchange, installed in 1898, and 
the St. Paul exchange as it appeared in 
1889. 

The presentation of the historical tel- 
ephone collection was the occasion for 
bringing together many prominent tele- 
phone men of Minnesota. Roy F. Wilder 
of St. Paul, general manager of the Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co., pre- 


sided at the ceremonies and Geo. W. 
Robinson, also of St. Paul, for many 
years president and general manager of 
the Tri-State company, spoke on the 
“Early Beginnings of the Tri-State.” 

James Connolly, professor of history 
of the St. Paul Seminary, delivered an 
address on “The Value of Historic 
Background.” L. O. Painter spoke on 
the “The Future of Telephony.” 

The address of presentation was 
made by George W. Johnson, donor of 
the exhibit, and the address of accept- 
ance by Ira Oehler, vice-president of the 
Minnesota State Historical Society. 


vy 
Lincoln, Neb., Company 


Issues Attractive Directory 
The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has just begun distribution of its 
combined summer and fall directory 
covering the headquarters city in Lin- 
coln, Neb., nearby towns. General 





EDGAR A. PATTERSON, of 
Chicago, 79 years old, superin- 
tendent of the telegraph depart- 
ment of the Chicago, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul & Pacific Railroad, was 
fatally injured June 30 when he 
was struck by an automobile. He 
was on his way to board a subur- 
ban train for his loop office when 
he was struck. 

Mr. Patterson had worked for 
the Milwaukee railroad for 61 
years, having started in 1876 in 
Madison, Wis., as a messenger. 
In 1913 he was appointed super- 
intendent of telegraph. His widow, 
Mrs. Lydia Patterson, 2520 Sayre 
avenue, Chicago, survives. 


v 


HARVEY C. JEWETT, SR., a 
director of the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co., died June 22 at 
his home in Aberdeen, S. D. He 
was a pioneer in telephone work 
and in banking, and at the time 
of his death was president of the 
Aberdeen National Bank, as well 
as head of three business con- 
cerns. One of his daughters is 
Mrs. C. O. Bickelhaupt, whose 
husband is an assistant vice-presi- 
dent of the A. T. & T. Co. in New 
York. 


v 
JOHN C. LYNCH, of Stock- 
bridge, Mass., retired electrical 
engineer and former assistant 





Obituaries 


vice-president of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., died 
of coronary thrombosis June 29 
at Fairview Hospital, Great Bar- 
rington. He was 62 years old. 

Mr. Lynch started work for the 
New York Telephone Co. upon his 
graduation from Cornell Univer- 
sity in 1896, and remained with 
the Bell interests until his retire- 
ment on account of deafness in 
1931. He was a pioneer in radio 
research and the establishment of 
radio broadcasting stations, espe- 
cially Station WEAF, New York. 

Six years ago Mr. Lynch re- 
turned to his ancestral farm on 
land deeded to his great-great- 
grandfather by the Stockbridge 
Indians in 1765. 

At his death Mr. Lynch was 
chairman of the board of the 
Housatonic National Bank of 
Stockbridge, vice-president of 
Stockbridge Library Association 
and Stockbridge Water Co., and a 
director of the Three Arts Asso- 
ciation, owner of the Berkshire 
Playhouse. He resigned recently 
as treasurer of the Berkshire 
Symphonic Festival Association. 
He was a member of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers and Franklin Institute of 
Philadelphia. 

Surviving are his widow, one 
son, John C. Lynch, Jr., of New 
York, and a brother, Charles Ed- 
win Lynch of Pittsfield. 











Commercial Superintendent H. F. Me. 
Culla believes it to be one of the hand. 
somest directories ever issued by any 
company. : 

Continuing a design first used late 
last year, the directory cover repro- 
duces the Daniel Chester French statue 
of Lincoln which marks the west en. 
trance of the state’s ten-million dollar 
statehouse, with a panoramic view 
added stretching from its feet. The 
printing this year is in royal blue gloss 
finish ink, the whole representing a 
book that would ornament any interior, 

Since the last issue, College View and 
its environs have been given dial ser- 
vice, and all of the new “4” numbers 
are included in the new directory in 
their proper alphabetical place. The 
building and street directory has been 
checked with city records and a map 
of the city with streets, highways, car 
and bus lines added. 

Listings are about 500 more than in 
the last issue, and the classification 
section increased by six pages. Ap- 
proximately 14,000 changes in listings 
were made for the eight months period 
that elapsed from the last directory 
publication. 


vv 
Telephone Service Now 
Possible With Alaska 


Radiotelephone serivce between Alas- 
ka and the United States was inaugu- 
rated July 8, when American govern- 
ment officials participated with repre- 
sentatives of the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. and Alaskan govern- 
ment officials in conversations over the 
newly-opened communication channel 
between Seattle, Wash., and Juneau, 
Alaska. 

Among those who participated in the 
ceremonies were Secretary of War 
Woodring, and Commissioner Eugene 
O. Sykes, acting chairman of the Feder- 
al Communications Commission, C. P. 
Cooper, vice-president of the A. T. & T. 
Co., Governor John W. Troy of Alaska 
and Mayor Judson of Juneau. 


Vv 
Tapped Wires Information 


Admissible as Evidence 

An official memorandum has _ been 
sent to the U. S. Treasury Department 
law-enforcement agencies advising 
them that information obtained by tap- 
ping telephone wires is admissable as 
evidence, according to a Washington 


dispatch published in the Chicago 
Daily News of July 7. 
The memorandum cited a Circuit 


Court of Appeals decision which held 
that while the Federal Communications 
Act prohibited interception of messages 
unless authorized by the sender, it did 
not expressly bar information obtained 
that way from admissibility as evidence. 
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Revenue Increases Offset 
By Rising Costs 

The New England Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. during the first five months 
of this year recorded a net gain of 36,- 
575 telephones in service, as compared 
with a gain of 27,275 instruments in 
the similar 1936 period, according to 
a recent announcement by President 
J. J. Robinson. 

“Although the gain has continued to 
show satisfactory progress,” Mr. Robin- 
son said, “the rising cost of operation 
of the business, including wages and 
tax increases, has offset revenue in- 
creases. Net profit for the first quar- 
ter of this year fell $280,000 short of 
meeting dividend payments of $1.75 a 
share. It was hoped that this might be 
made up in succeeding quarters, when 
earnings are usually higher,” he added. 

“Higher expenses, due principally to 
wage increases amounting to $1,500,000 
on an annual basis, have reduced an- 
ticipated earnings in the second quar- 
ter, with the result that directors have 
thought it advisable to return to the 
$1.50 quarterly dividend,” Mr. Robin- 
son explained. 


= 
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vv 
Indiana Bell Shows 


Continued Improvement 
For the third consecutive year, the 
Indiana Bell Telephone Co. reports an 
improvement in operations, according to 
the annual report of James F. Carroll, 
president for the year ending December 
31, 1936. A net gain of 15,681 tele- 
phones in 1936, compares with an in- 
crease of 17,182 stations in 1935 and 
4697 in 1934. Substantial increases 
also were revealed in gross and net in- 
come and in long distance revenues. 
Operating expenses also were higher. 
The principal items in the 1936 in- 
come statement include: Local service 


revenues of $8,440,618.54 as against 
$7,853,162.73 in 1935; toll revenues, 
$2,943,501.93 compared with 2,495,- 


222.08. The total gross income of $11,- 


849,093.57 compared with $10,750,498.39 
in 1935. The company reported gross 
operating expenses of $7,318,594.84 
against $6,982,408.34 the year before. 
Net income available for dividends 
totaled $2,610,978.59. Dividends paid on 
common stock amounted to $2,650,000. 
distance and toll traffic in- 
creased 17.8 per cent over 1935. The 
total number of telephones in operation 
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Long 


Financial Operating 
News and Data 


at the close of 1936 is 86 per cent of the 
high record established in 1930. The 
company has a total of 3,318 employes, 
a gain of more than 10 per cent over 
the year before. 


vy 
Annual Report of 
Pennsylvania Bell 


The Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsyl- 
vania reports for 1936 a net income of 
$10,656,515 after taxes, depreciation, 
interest, etc., equivalent to $53.28 a 
share on the 200,000 shares of 6% per 
cent preferred stock of $100 par value. 
This compares with a net of $8,164,964, 
or $40.82 a share, on the preferred in 
1935. 

On December 31, 1936, 1,134,778 tele- 
phones were in service, a net gain of 
63,337 units, or 5.9 per cent over 1935. 

Income accounts for 1936 and 1935 
compare as follows: 





1936. 1935. 
GOR sciveacs $64,483,428 $60,907,995 
Net after tax 
and depr..... 16,114,282 13,916,923 | 
Gross income .. 16,073,813 13,988,481 
Interest, etc.... 5,417,298 5,823,517 








Net income. .$10,656,515 $ 8,164,964 
, * ae 1,300,000 1,300,000 
Oe ee 8,800,000 6,600,000 

Surplus ....$ 556,515 $ 264,964 


After the payment of preferred stock 
dividends amounting to $1,300,000 and 
common stock dividends of $8,800,000, 
there was a surplus of $556,515 for the 
year, as compared with a surplus of 
$264,964 in 1935. 


vv 
Recent Prices of 
Telephone Securities 


(These quotations as of July 10, 1937, are 
supplied by Telephone Securities Corp., 120 
S. La Salle St., Chicago.) 

Bid Asked 
TELEPHONE BONDS 
American Utilities Service Corp., 


1 NG cs tae eee beast. . 15% 773 
Ashland Home Telephone Co.. 

We, WON ta eerie 102% 
Associated Public Utilities Corp., 

We BEE capeccatscevrsensegenes 67% 70% 
Associated Telephone Co., Ltd., 

eG cel wkateiles ..104% 105% 
Associated Telephone & Tele- 

graph Co., 5%s, 1955... -— 85 
3ritish Columbia Telephone Co., 

i BOE s269 cet ccaveavgeeses .105% 


California Water & 
ea Ss =e 

Central Electric & Telephone 
is GC Be eaecesscecccese | 99% 


Telephone 
99 101% 


Central Iowa Telephone Co., 

BIG, BOGE  cccccosacvccseese 100 103% 
Central Telephone Co. of Dela 

ware, 6s, 1938............ 13% 16% 
Citizens Independent Telephone 

Ce., SEG, BWebvescoss i 100%, 103 








The No. 100 


Central Office 


Protector 





A favorite with en- 


gineers because of its 
self-soldering heat 
coils, simple design 
and facilities for easy 
testing. 


COOK ELECTRICCO. 
2700 Southport Ave. 
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Klein Climbers 
are made in 
standard and 
“light weight 
styles, each the 
finest for its 
particular use. 
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Going up a sixty foot stick — 
working on wires high above 
the ground — a slip might be 
fatal — a spur that cut outa 
genuine hazard. The lineman 
throws his weight on his 
climbers with calm confidence 
— he knows they are Kleins. 
Klein Climbers, like all Klein 
tools, are the standard of 
quality in the electrical and 
public utility field. 


DISTRIBUTED THROUGH JOBBERS 


Forei 


nm Distributor: International 
Stan 


d Electric Corp., New York 


The four pamphlets listed below will 
be sent without charge to anyone 
interested. Check the ones you want: 


| Safety for the Pole 
—— Climber. 


‘a Spec ifie rations on 
Linemen’s Belts 
and Safety Straps. 

| The Safety Factor 

~ on Linemen’s 
Leather Goods. 


Cj Pocket Tool Guide. 


Mathias & Sons 


3200 
30 











BELMONT AVENUE 














Commonwealth br gee Co. of 
Pennsylvania, 5s, 1945 et 
Commonwealth Telephone Co. of 








Wisconsin, 4s, 1966. -.. 94% 
Community Telephone Co., in- 
come, Se, 1949......... 23% 
Cumberland Valle y Telephone 
Co.. Se, 1966..... patidinie tenia 94% 
Florida Telephone Corp., 6s, 1945 91 
Florida Telephone Corp., 6s, 
1954, second mortgage...... 69 
Gary & Co Theodore, 6% in- 
come notes, $5 par..... 2% 
Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co of Fort chapels Ind 6s, 
1943 ; weap 105% 
Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. of Fort Wayne, Ind., 52s 
1955 ‘ cn ae ‘ 105 
Indiana Associated Telephone 
Co., ites See 104 
Indiana Central Telephone Co., 
a Sere 78% 
Iinois Communities Telephone 
Co., 6s, 1949. ‘ .. 64% 
Illinois Commercial Telephone 
ae. Me MOOR c cdaedsc de 98, 
Iinois Commercial Telephone 
Co., 5s, 1960.. Be ° us 
Inland Telephone Co., 6s, 1948 92% 
Interstate Telephone Co., of Ida- 
ho, 5s, 196 G84 
Interstate Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., 5s, 1953 , ‘ 
Investors Telephone Co., 3s, 1961. 52% 
lowa Illinois Telephone Co., 54s, 
1949 ‘ : 44 
Jame stow n Telephone Corp., 5s, 
1954 : , , 104 
Kansas Tel phone Co., 6s, 1939 
rors , , 41 
Keystone Terpnon Co. of Phil- 
adelphia. 5% 1955... 48 
Keystone Telephone Co. of Phil- 
adelphia, 6s, 1951... . 106 
La Crosse Telephone Co., 5s 
1948 : ; 101% 
Lexington Tele phone Co., 6s 
SE nese nbadenebe ve . 983, 
Lorain Tele phone Co., 5s, 1958. .101%4 
Michigan Associated Telephone 
Co.. 5s, 1961. 102 
Middle States Telephone Co of 
Delaware, 6s. 1947. 98l, 
Niddlewestern Telephone Co., 6s, 
1943 een . ea * 2. 66% 
Missouri Telephone Co 414s, 
1961 Ga ee 9914 
Ohio Associated Telephone Co., 
444s, 1966. aa ome Ce naes 9614 
Ohio Central Telephone Co., 6s, 
1947 ‘ ‘ é 943, 
Pennsylvania Telephone Corp.. 
Rl WD. svc wcsicinie a0 wean cis'a'o<c Oe 
Pike County —— Co., 6s, 
1946. bia gree ‘ . flat 40 
Platte Valle y Telephone ‘¢C orp., 
6s. 1947 ae | 
San Angelo Telephone Co., 5s 
1958 ere ce pe neaea 102 
Santa Barbara Telephone Co 
314s. 1966 ieee dice stant 96% 
Southwestern Associated Tele- 
phone Co., 5s. 1961... 931, 
Southwestern ~ eee Telephone 
Co. 6s, reer a 
Southwestern Sti ites Telephone 
. a Pere ere adetae vera 62 
Standard Public Service Co., 6s, 
BU a8eb oes tee 6aeneee ous +. 57% 
Tele phone Bond & Share Co., 5s, 
Perr a otend + oleae wed 76 
Telephone Service Co. of Ohio 
| aero 831 
Tri-County Tele phone Co., 414s, 
a - . 100% 
United Telephone Co of Dela- 
ware, 6s. 1948...,.... 89 
v nited Telephone & Telegraph 
Co.. ’ 19 sciences ee ae ..100 
United “Te a -phone & Teleer: aph | 
Co.. @s, 195 - 0014 
Wabash Tele phone Co... “ne 
1956 . waanvege.e Se 
Warren ‘Ohio ‘Telephone Co., 6s, 
DEE Scxiecepeuscuseseee ; 983, 
West Coast Telephone Co., 5s, 
1953 Peande eee F 94%, 
Western L ight & Tele phone Co., 
hs, 195 rT eT Tre . G91, 
PREFERRED STOCKS 
Associated Telephone, Co., Ltd.. 
De. +dxekesewnalene< ass 2314 
Associated Telephone & Tele- 
gragn Co., 7% Prat...c.cc- 4() 
Associated Te lenhone & Tele- 
graph Ce., 36 firat........ 38 
Associated Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., $4 cumulative... 10 
Bell Telenhone Co. of Pennsyl- 
vania. 61%4% $100 nar 113 


California Water 
Co., €% $25 par..... 

Central Electric & 
Cc $50 par 


& Tele phone 


Telephone 


100%. 


1001, 


Qs 
2 


1001, 


10154 


103 


1011 
103% 


1031 


1001, 


1013 


ag 


102 


1001, 


G6 


10214 


1024 


100 


1001. 
961 


101 


3 


Community Telephone 
cumulative, no par. 
Commonwealth 
Wisconsin, 6% $100 


af 
Continental Telephone Co., 7% 
RE ee - 92 
Continental Telephone Co., 64%% 
in ee ERT TENT CR CET TOPE 9¢ 
Diamond ‘State Tele phone Co 
i a | eras j<amnne 
Empire Telephone Co., 6% cu- 
mulative class ‘‘A’’ $25 par. 16 
Florida Telephone Co., 6% cu- 
muintive $100 DAP... .cccvcceds 
Gary & Co., Theodore, first $1.60 
pfd “i - ja mene eam 
General Telephone Allied reeite 
$6 convertible ........... 97 
General Telephone ( Yorp., $3 con- 
| REE ES CI 47 
Home Tele phone & = 
es of Fort Wayne 7%, $50 
var oe ere err 50 
Minois Commercial Telephone 
Ts ee Sees ; ‘ 5 
Interstate Telephone & ‘Tele - 
graph Co., first pfd., ‘“‘A” 6% 
pfd. P ne oes 54 
Jamestown Telephone Corp., 5% 
cumulative, $100 par ‘‘A’”’ 100 
Jamestown Telephone Corp.., 
participating pfd., $100 par 100 
Keystone Telephone Corp., $4 
cumulative, no par err 9 
za Crosse Telephone Co., 6% 
prior : ae , 95 
Lexington Telephone Co., 614% 
prior . sek Wage ix? Be 
Lincoln Te le phone & Telegraph 
Co.. 6% cumulative $100 par. .106 
Lorain Telephone Co., 6% cumu- 
lative $100 par perry 98 
Middle States Telephone Co. of 
a a Parr ee 
Mount Vernon Telephone Co 
7% cumulative $100 par. 87 
New York Telephone Co., 6%% 
cumulative, $100 par. 1091 
Northern Ohio Telephone Co., 
7% cumulative ....... ‘ 101 
Ohio Central Telephone Co., 7% 
first : Vatsoned eae ae 
Ohio Service Holding Corp., $5 
i Se ls 0s eee tn 6 easkanen 42 
Pacific Telephone & Tele — 
Co., 6% $100 par...... 140 
Peninsular Telephone Co.. 7% 
cumulative “A”... tance 109 
Pennsylvania Telephone Corp., 
6% cumulative couse ah 106% 
Rochester Telephone Corp., 64% 
cumulative ikeerbeen 111 
The Southwest Telephone Co., 
ie EPR RRS Tee . 1% 
Southwest Bell Telephone Co., 
€ cumulative pfd.......... 116% 
Telephone jond & Share Co 
7% first .... -iphinedwdes 361 
Tele phone Bond & Share Co., $3 
first . , iendsineee ve 21 
Telephone Bond & Share Co., 
participating pfd 17 
Union Telephone Co., '$1. 70 pee. 
$25 par “ye 61 
Warren Ohio Telephone Co., “1% 
$100 par re 48 
West Coast Telephone Co., 6% 
DE HM <ccvccieccpenavexues , 201 
Western L ight & Te ane Co., 
$2.76 first, SEB OAPs. sccccecs 21 
Wisconsin Telephone | ‘Co., 7% 
$100 par wae . 11 
COMMON STOCKS 
American Telephone & ‘Tele- 
EE TOWN 60 a oalne's bane» s 1661 
Associated Telephone & Tele- 
ae Ck, Cee We ccs 60s 14 
Bell Telephone Co. of Canada. .168 
Central Electric & sanpeesemneens 
Dk. /eccicbensstenawabe eansidee 1 
Empire Te lephone Co...... 43, 
Florida Telephone C ‘orp. 91, 
General Telephone Corp... 1514 
Home Telephone & Tele gr aph 
Co. of Fort Wayne, $50 par.. 61 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co.... 156 
International Telephone & Tele- 
OE a ae ee eee 10% 
Investors Telephone Co $100 
CP knee cstsxeccsannageedasds <p 7% 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Oe ee ree eee 35 
Middlewester n Telephone Co.... 2% 
Mountain States Telephone & 
eee GOO. ik nccusendes 39 
New E ngland Te le phone & Te le- - 
ES GK > acu esckoCaws hitnse 120 
Northern Ohio Telephone Co.. 6714 
Peninsular Telephone Co........ 2514 
Telephone Bond & Share Co., 
See a wiccesdeveésessvsnce 4 
Telephone Investment Corp., no 
ere ain ee 
Western Light & Telephone Co. 1% 


= ele phone Co. of 


$1, 


1% 
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IN THE NATION'S Republicans would tend to weaken 
CAPITAL the probability of endorsement, al- 


though in the case of Senator White’s 


oncluded from page 15) M 7 : 
we since resolution, it is understood that 


6 tt ipervisors and revenue inves- Chairman Wheeler of the Senate In- 
tigators. The ruling was to the _ terstate Commerce Committee is fa- 
effect that evidence procured by tap- _vorably disposed toward it. The 


= ping telephone wires is admissible, cat-and-dog fight now going on in 
notwithstanding provisions of the the Senate, however, over the Su- 
Communications Act of 1934 rela- preme Court reform bill is likely to 





tive to this practice. be the deviding factor against the 
104 ‘ 7 Deputy Commissioner, Mr. jnauguration of any such sideshow 
Berkshire, based his circular in- attractions. 
structions on a recent decision hand- Senator Wheeler, incidentally, has 
ed down by the Second Circuit Court recently introduced a bill to prohibit 
cf Appeal at New York (United transmission of gambling news over 
States v. Nardone et al.), in which wire and radio, as recommended by 
the court observed that the Com- the International Association of Po- 
munications Act was passed by Con- jice Chiefs. The proposed law, which 








will be administered by the Depart- 


COMING ment of Justice, provides for fining 


- or imprisonment of communications 


CONVENTIONS employes violating such law. Al- 


Michigan Independent  Tele- though there is no discernible oppo- 

phone Association, Olds Hotel, sition to the measure, neither does 

a Lansing, July 28 and 29. there appear much concerted push 
7 The Illinois Telephone Associa- behind it, and for that reason it is TYPE 16 

7% tion, Hotel Pere Marquette, Peoria, doubtful if it will be enacted at this 


September 22 and 23. session. 
Independent Pioneer Telephone a 4 5 J K - S TAT i 0 % 


Association of the United States, Quarterly Reports Show 


Hotel Stevens, Chicago, October Public Relations’ Status A R # f S T E i 
14 Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. offi- 


United States Independent Tele- cials, after trying out for three months 
14 phone Association, Hotel Stevens, 














a system of requiring quarterly reports A . . 
Ws ; ; compact, inexpensive sub- 
2 Chicago, October 12, 13, 14 and 15. from all exchanges reflecting the actual P ‘ P 
attitude of the public served toward the station arrester providing ade- 
gress subsequent to a decision of company and its representatives, say . 
tre United States Supreme Court on’ that these reports proved so valuable quate protection where crosses 
‘e-tappi i -elebrz -ase they will be continued. ‘ ‘ : , 
ia wire-tapping in the celebrated — vi ; with electric circuits are not 
119%, of Olmstead v. the United States. It is merely, they explain, securing in 


40 The court went on to point out an orderly way what all telephone com- likely to occur. Consists of two 
in the Nardone case that the Com-_ panies in the past have been anxious to 
; munications Act is silent as to the know—how public relations are. Prepa-| Type 2105 discharge blocks 
admissibility of messages intercept- ration of reports in the local exchanges : ; 
8% ed contrary to the provisions of the called attention to a number of things mounted in a heavy porcelain 
‘2 Act. This silence was judicially in- that managers and wire chiefs discov- base and covered with a brass cap. 
2214 terpreted as meaning that Congress ered could be taken care of without 
931 did not see fit to provide by direct waiting for instructions from above, Ask for more detailed informa- 
ail legislation that such evidence is in- 4nd also gave opportunity for employe , ; 
fF admissible. The court concluded suggestions being routed to headquar- tion on this and other Sands pro- 
that evidently Congress did not care ters without wid — tape. sae tection equipment. 
170 to adopt the policy of ruling out While criticisms were not lacking, re- 
’ wire-tapping evidence, or it would ports as a whole were highly compli- 
17134 have specifically said so. mentary of employes and the company. SANDS PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
13, 7. = 
hs TH RESOLUTION introduced 1 T. & T. Corp. Earnings Is Made by: 
18% last week by Senator White of Double in Quarter | 
64 Maine, calling for a sweeping inves- International Telephone & Telegraph 


“a tigation of the Federal Communica- Corp. and subsidiaries report for the | AUTOMATIC FLECTRIC 


tions Commission with special em- quarter ended March 31, a net income 
21% phasis on radio broadcasting activi- of $1,658,438, excluding income from 
ties, is not expected to get anywhere __ the Spanish subsidiaries and before un- 
this session, any more than the reso-_ distributed profits surtax. 


COMPANY 


lution already on file by Senator Bo- This is equal to 26 cents a share on Distributed by: 





os rah of Idaho, to investigate the the capital stock and compares with a | ae sai Gn te ee co. 
‘a international radio communications revised net income of $815,968, or 13 “oar Saceitatenn 
Situation a “CC's in it. cents a share in the like quarter of | 3 

ion and the FCC’s part in it. cents a s q AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES COMPANY, LTD. 


“" Ordinarily, the fact that both of 1936. This likewise, excluded income or | Chicago 
these resolutions are sponsored by losses from Spanish subsidiaries. eee 
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Objections Entered in 
Nebraska REA Construction 


Representatives of the Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. and the Nebras- 
ka Continental Telephone Co. entered 
objections before the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission at a recent hear- 
ing against permitting the Polk County 
Rural Power district, which has a gov- 
ernment loan of $367,000, to construct 
350 miles of rural transmission lines 
without contracting or agreeing in ad- 
vance to so construct lines that they 
would not interfere with the rural and 
toll service rendered by the two com- 
panies to hundreds of subscribers in that 
section. 

The telephone representatives refused 
to accept the assurance of the district 
officers and attorneys that REA had em- 
powered them to pay all expenses 
caused to telephone companies by rea- 
son of parallels and crossings, and in- 
troduced testimony to show that in- 
ductive interference had already ap- 
peared in the southeastern section of 
the state where public power district 
lines have been constructed and are 
supplying energy. 








NDER the new service, 
rates are as low as one- 

fifth of a cent a word (beyond 
the initial 25-word base rate*) 
to thousands of “short haul” 
points. Messages of more than 
200 words can be sent for seven- 
tenths of a cent a word (beyond 
the initial 25-word base rate*) 
even from coast to coast. The 
maximum rate for a 25-word 


word! 


offers. 


32 





message between the most dis- 
tant U.S. points on the map is | 
only fifty cents...two cents a 


Take full advantage of the 
economies the new Postal Tele- 
graph Night Letter Service 


*NOTE: The initial rate is based 
on a new minimum of 25 words. 
Extra words are charged for in 
5-word groups. 


Commission and Court Activities 


Attorney Phil Aitken, for the Lin- 
coln company, said this was the first in- 
stance where no attempt had been made 
for cooperative planning in advance of 
making application for authority to go 
ahead with construction, that there were 
48 points of conflict with this company, 
which included a parallel of its nine- 
mile toll line between Stromsburg and 
Polk, and that agreements should be 
made in advance of construction as an 
alternative to halting work if conflicts 
appear. 

Attorney Sorensen, for the power in- 
terests, said that this would unnecessa- 
rily delay construction work, the plans 
being to have it in operation by fall, 
and that as the district had $40,000 
surplus—after the construction costs, 
overhead and purchase cost of meters 
had been met—there would be ample 
money to pay ensuing damages. 

H. H. Hennigson, consulting engineer 
for the district, testified that telegrams 
and a long distance conversation with 
REA officials warranted him in say- 
ing that district funds could be used 
to pay all damages found to be reason- 
ably chargeable to the district by rea- 
son of its construction, and that this 


included rebuilding of lines where jp. 

ductive interference presented itself. 

He said REA had approved changes 

made in plans with this end in view, 
vv 


Ship-to-Shore Service 
for Lake Michigan 


Thorne Donnelley, of Chicago, II], 
outlined at a hearing before a Federal 
Communications Commission examiner 
July 8, in Washington, D. C., a pro- 
posal to establish ship-to-shore radio. 
phone communication with yachts and 
vessels plying Lake Michigan. 

Mr. Donnelley is seeking authority 
to construct a broadcast station which 
would operate unlimited time at Lake 
Bluff, Ill., on 2514 kilocycles with 700 
watts power. Telephone communica- 
tion to the lake boats would be estab- 
lished, he said, under a tentative agree- 
ment with the Illinois Bell Telephone 
Co. 

Mr. Donnelley said 300 vessels had 
agreed to take his service. He estimated 
charges would be 75 cents for the first 
three minutes and 25 cents for each 
additional minute on ordinary calls. 
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She Latest Book! 


“Inductive Coordination of Electric 
Power and Communication Circuits” 
| by LAURENCE J. CORBETT 


Member, American Institute of Electrical Engineers, Fellow, American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
is the only one combining under one cover the essentials of 
this important subject involving many divisions which have 
been treated separately and occasionally in numerous reports 
It includes results of the author’s researches, 
fitted into a broad survey of the principles applying to In- 
| ductive Coordination. 
|{ data or undigested reports. 
|{ ment and clarification of a subject which, though important, 
| has received too little attention. 
the practical application of the principles in a manner very 
| readily followed. The variation in values of factors is pre- 
|f sented, and theory and practice under these conditions are 
carefully differentiated. 
CHAPTER HEADINGS: 
I. Elements of the Problem. 
II. Susceptiveness and Coupling Factors. 
III. Effects of Conductor Arrangements. 
IV. Transpositions. 
. Coordinated Transpositions. 
. Telephone Circuits on Power Structures. 
VII. Power System Wave Shape. 
VIII. Transformer Exciting Current and Bank Connections. 
IX. Flow of Residual Currents. 
X. Control of Residuals. 
XI. Miscellaneous Values and Remedial Measures. 
XII. Susceptiveness Factors. 
XIII. Low Frequency Induction. 
XIV. Miscellaneous Methods. 
Appendices @ Bibliography @ Index 
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It is NOT a compilation of catalog 
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Price: $3.00 
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Answers to the Traffic 
Questions on Page 26 

1. We say “Ring” if we have 
reached the destination and 
wish to reach them again. 
We say “AG” if we have not 
reached the destination. 
It may not be necessary but 
it is a courteous practice. 
No. 

. The highest report charge 
incurred will apply. 
No. Company instructions 
must always be _ followed, 
even though they may be 
contrary to the standard 
operating practice. 











The person-to-person rate, he said, 
would be 90 cents for three minutes and 
30 cents for each additional minute. 


vy 
Name Change Asked to 


Facilitate Refinancing 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has advised the Nebraska State 
Railway Association that the Nebraska 
Continental Telephone Co. recently 
asked its approval of the purchase by 
it of 33 exchanges in Nebraska and 
two exchanges in Kansas from the 
Nebraska Continental Telephone Corp., 
to issue securities in connection with 
the acquisition. As the Nebraska com- 
mission had previously approved a 
similar application when made to it, it 
will waive any objections. 

The slight change in name was made 
in order to facilitate refinancing, the 
principle object of which is to replace 
$400,000 of 7 per cent dividend pre- 
ferred stock with a similar amount of 
542 per cent stock, and to transform 
notes and other obligations into bonds 
bearing 4% per cent interest. An is- 
sue of $800,000 common stock is in- 
cluded. The total security issue will 
be $2,115,000. 

vy 
Northwestern Bell Protests 


1937 Depreciation Rate 
W. R. Johnson, general superin- 
tendent of the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co., and Attorney Peyck re- 
cently appeared before the Nebraska 
State Railway Commission to object to 
the proposal of that tribunal to fix the 
depreciation rate of the company for 
the year 1937 at 3.27 per cent. The 
commission had issued an order to show 
cause to the contrary. It announced 
that this percentage had been reached 
by using the statements made in the 
company’s annual reports for a period 
of 26 years as to debits and credits 
actually made to the depreciation ac- 
count. 


JULY 17, 1937 


No agreement was reached on the 
matter, and it will be held in abeyance 
until Chairman F. L. Bollen returns 
from his annual vacation late in July. 
The company objected to the rate as too 
low and as not reflecting actual con- 
ditions, especially those of the future. 

The company pointed out that in 
using the figures taken from the annual 
reports the commission had failed to 
take into account that much of the 
property, the longer-lived portions, 
have not yet reached the point where 
replacements have become necessary, 
and that a margin of safety must al- 
ways be allowed to take care of future 
emergencies, including replacement of 
serviceable equipment with newer de- 
signs more economical to operate and 
demanded by the public in advance of 
the retirement of property still useful 
it. supplying service. 

It was also pointed out that a con- 
siderable portion of the depreciable 
property still in place was purchased 
at higher prices than older parts, and 
that larger sums will have to be taken 
from the depreciation reserve than has 
been necessary in the past when retire- 
ment becomes a necessity. 

The commission seemed inclined to 
rest its case on the fact that the accum- 
ulated reserve now represents 31 per 
cent of the value of the depreciable 
property, and that the company’s plant 
is in a much higher service condition 
than is represented by the remaining 69 
per cent. They regarded the question 
of percentage for the current year as 
unimportant when to its mind the de- 
preciation reserve fund is higher than 
it should be as reflected in service con- 
ditions. 

7 ¥ 
Patrons Petition Improved 
Service at Higher Rates 


The Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission, on June 22, granted the 
application of the Redwood County 
Rural Telephone Co. for permission to 
increase its rates 25 cents per month 
upon the conversion of its Walnut 
Grove exchange from manual to com- 
mon battery operation. The record 
disclosed that 86 per cent of the com- 
pany’s subscribers had petitioned the 
commission for the improved service at 
an additional charge of 25 cents per 
month for main station service. 

The company’s book value of the Wal- 
nut Grove plant is shown to be $15,116. 
The proposed improvements would in- 
crease the book value by approximately 
$2,500. The commission finds that the 
proposed increase in rates will not pro- 
duce more than a fair return upon the 
capital invested. 

Approximately 28 business stations, 
82 local residence stations and 210 rural 
switching stations are served by the 


ROEBLING 


clerical 
Wire z Cable 


—— 


‘Telephone Switchboard Cable... 
Silk and Cotton Insulated and 
Leaded... 50 Pairs. 


Twisted Pair Telephone Wire... 
Rubber Insulated and Braided. 








Bare Copper or Bronze Wire. 


Galvanized Steel Strand. 


Telephone Cable... Paper Insuiated 
and Leaded... 150 Pairs. 


Bare Galvanized Steel Wire. 


JOHN A. ROEBLING’S SONS CO. 
TRENTON, N.J. 


Branches in other cities 


FR 


ONLY A FINE PRODUCT MAY 
BEAR THE NAME ROEBLING 
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Walnut Grove exchange. The new 
gross monthly rate schedule, subject to 
liscount of 25 cents a month if the 


~ 


bill is paid on or before the 15th of 
the current month, follows: 


Individual line business......... $2.75 

Two-party line business........ 2.50 

Individual line residence........ 2.00 

Two-party line residence........ 1.75 
vy 


Report Recommends 
Application Be Granted 


The secretary of the Ohio Public 
Utilities Commission on June 17 certi- 
fied to the mayor of Hamler and to the 
Citizens Exchange Telephone Co. a re- 
port upon the application of the com- 
pany to increase its rates as follows: 

Business independent line, $1.75 to 
$4.00; business two-party, $1.50 to 
$3.50; business rural, $1.75 to $2.25; 
residence independent, $1.50 to $2.25; 
residence five-party, $1.25 to $1.75, and 
residence rural, $1.25 to $1.75. 

Exhibits filed with the application set 
up an operating revenue under the 
existing rates of $5,259.88 and after 
deducting expenses and $3,136.23 for 
depreciation, left a deficit of $2,091.27, 
and under the proposed rates an an- 
nual revenue of $6,544.80 which with 
the same allowance for depreciation 
would reduce the deficit to $414.74. 

The company’s appraisal of Septem- 
ber 15, 1935, carries reproduction value 
$80,381.31, depreciation $5,740.13, pres- 
ent value $74,641.18. 

Adjusting to February 28, 1937, the 
commission’s engineers recommend the 
following: Reproduction value $65,- 
476.20; depreciation $7,238.20 and pres- 
ent value $58,238.00. 

The audit of the revenues and ex- 
submitted by the commission 
may be summarized: 

Revenues $7,187.16 under the pro- 
posed rates, expenses including $2,515.98 
for depreciation $5,796.06 and with a 
further deduction of $315.95 for taxes, 
producing an income of $448.15 or a 
return of .077 per cent. 

The report suggests that the com- 
pany has recently installed new auto- 
matic central office equipment which 
has effected economies in operating ex- 
penses, and closes with a recommenda- 
tion of allowance of the application. 


vy 
Pennsylvania Rules 
Against Deposits 


Telephone bills, now payable in ad- 
vance of the monthly service, may con- 
tinue to be issued in advance, but serv- 
ice may not be discontinued before the 
month is up, the Pennsylvania Public 
Utilities Commission ruled June 25 in 
an order calling for the return of de- 
posits collected from customers of gas, 
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penses 











electric, water, steam heat and tele- 
phone companies in the state. 

The commission in its order pointed 
cut that the telephone companies will 
not have to alter their present book- 
keeping methods. Customers may con- 
tinue to pay a month in advance but 
their bills will not become due until 
after the service is received. 

The commission’s order requires that 
utilities return deposits made by cus- 
tomers who have paid “undisputed” 
bills for a year. The order which is de- 
signed to lessen the consumer’s burden, 
requires utility companies to file new 
tariffs, complying with the regulations 
within 60 days after July 1. The pro- 
vision must become effective within 30 
days thereafter. Some utilities now re- 
quire advance payments for periods of 
one month to a year. 

The order limits to 12 months the pe- 
riod for which a company may hold a 
Amount of the 
guarantee may not exceed the average 
monthly bill and must earn 6 per cent 


deposit. customer’s 


interest for the depositor. 
vy 


Must Show Why Rates 


Should Not Be Cut 

The Southern Bell Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. has been cited to appear 
before the Georgia Public Service Com- 
mission on July 20 and show cause why 


local rates should not be reduced in 66 
cities and towns of the state in which it 
operates and also why intrastate toll 
rates should not be cut. 

Chairman J. P. Wilhoit declared that 
investigation by the commission, shows 
that the income of the company at 
present is higher than at any time 
since 1929. In the 66 cities and towns 
involved the magneto type telephone 
is in service. Discussing the case, 
Chairman Wilhoit said the 66 towns 
where magneto service is furnished 
were selected by the commission be- 
cause subscribers in the towns had been 
asking for improved service, even at 
higher rates. 

7 V¥ 
Claims Right to Intervene 


in Ohio Bell Rate Case 
Jack Dworken, Cleveland attorney, 
filed with the Ohio Public Utilities Com- 
mission July 7 a brief in support of his 
application for leave to intervene in the 
Cleveland suspended rate case of the 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. now con- 
solidated with the state-wide case. The 
argument consists of a reiteration and 
enlargement of Mr. Dworken’s com- 
plaint that the commission unlawfully 
accepted a bond at the close of the 
suspension period without holding a 
formal hearing. 
The brief then reviews Mr. Dworken’s 





One part of ‘"WB" insulation is a multiple-ply long 
staple cotton braid which when treated with saturating 


and finishing compounds 


results in a specially com- 


pounded wire that is highly resistant to abrasion and re- 
markably flexible under extremes of heat and cold. 


Illustrated is No. 20 Bridle Wire Twisted Pair Spec. 4823. 


Buy Your Wire by the Year, Not by the Foot 


THE WHITNEY BLAKE COMPANY 
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


<a> 


Foreign Distrib- 
utors: Interna- 
tional Standard 
Electric Corpo- 
ration, 67 Broad 
Street, New 
York City. 
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CABLE—LEAD ENCASED 





Kennecott Wire and Cable Company, 
Subsidiary of Kennecott Copper Cor- 
poration, Phillipsdale, R. |.—Paper tele- 
phone cable, switchboard cable, bare 
Chicago: 140 South Dear- 
born Street; Cincinnati: Traction Build- 
ing; New York: 10 East 40th Street. 


copper wire 











POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 














International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 











T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








H. Sigalet & Company, Ltd., Lumby, 
. ©., Canmada—Western Red Cedar 
Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 














Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
Minn.—Finished 
Plain or butt-treated. 


well Ave., St. Paul, 
Cedar Poles. 
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earlier cases and continues with an ar- 
gument that there is no laches or estop- 
pel, and concludes with a plea for the 
ordering by the commission of the re- 
payment of all increased rates collected 
under the bond. 


vv 
State to Return Part 
of Public Utility Tax 


Under rulings made in the Sangamon 
County Circuit Court at Springfield, 
June 30, the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
and the Illinois Water Service Co. of 
Champaign are permitted to keep part 
of their public utility tax, paid into the 
state treasury under protest. 

The telephone company’s litigation 
involved $3,027,337. Under Judge L. 
E. Stone’s ruling, the state is to return 
$1,626,965 to the telephone company 
and keep $1,400,372. 


vv 
Deposit Demand 
Brings Legal Action 


The Southern Bell Telephone & Tel- 
egraph Co. appeared in superior civil 
court in Charlotte, N. C., on July 2 to 
show cause why it should not install 
telephone service in the office of the 
United Radio Artists. 

Judge J. A. Rousseau June 22 signed 
an order requiring the company to ap- 
pear to show cause why a mandamus 
should not be issued. David Brumitt, 
Jr., trading as United Radio Artists, 
presented a complaint in which he set 
forth that the telephone company had 
demanded that he deposit $50 with it in 
addition to a $2.50 installation fee and 
$6.50 representing service for one 
month. 

M. Brumitt declared that the $50 de- 
posit is not required of other sub- 
scribers, that he owed the company 
nothing, and that it had no valid rea- 
son to refuse him service on the same 
basis as other subscribers. 


. ¥ 


Franchise Value Taxable 
But Not Basis for Return 


The Nebraska State Board of Equali- 
zation has overruled the protest of the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
against being assessed $1,000,000 as the 
value for taxation purposes of its fran- 
chise to do business in the state, the 
same figure as in 1936, although it is 
not allowed to earn upon that valua- 
tion. 

The Coleridge Telephone Co., assessed 
for a franchise value of $450, the Haig- 
ler company, listed at $200 and the 
Public Telephone Co. listed at 800, were 
added to the list of taxables. The Buf- 
falo County Telephone Co., the Central 








West Public Service Co. of Sioux City 
and the Farmers & Merchants Tele. 
phone Co. of Ragan were dropped from 
the list. 


Among those which suffered in. 
creased franchise values were the Cozad 
Mutual Telephone Co. of Cozad, the 
Cuming County Telephone Co., which 
has exchanges at Beemer and Wisner, 
and the Hamilton County Farmers 
Telephone Association of Aurora. The 
Platte Valley Telephone Corp. of Scotts- 
bluff secured a reduction in franchise 
value from $30,000 to $27,750, the Stan- 
ton Telephone Co. of Stanton from $2, 
000 to $1,500, and the Western Tele- 
phone Corp. of Nebraska from $4,000 to 
$2,000. The average tax rate is above 
2 per cent. 


vv 
Order Service to Another 
Company’s Subscriber 


The Wisconsin Public Service Com- 
mission has ordered the Manitowoc & 
Northern Telephone Co. to provide con- 
nections and service to Joseph Braun, 
Sr., Francis Creek. Mr. Braun, who 
previously was served by the Conm- 
monwealth Telephone Co. through its 
Whitelaw exchange, sought the service 
of the Northern company because of 
the Manitowoc exchange. 


The Commonwealth company, at the 
hearing May 17, did not interpose ob- 
jection to Mr. Braun being served by 
the Manitowoc & Northern exchange 
but felt the Northern line should ar- 
range to take over the entire circuit on 
which he had previously been a sub- 
sceriber. 

“The commission finds that public 
convenience and necessity require the 
extension of the lines of the Manitowoc 
& Northern Telephone Co. to serve Jo- 
seph Braun, Sr.,” the decision reads. 

Testimony before Examiner W. A. 
Anderson of the commission showed 
Mr. Braun’s business requires consid- 
erable communication through the Man- 
itowoc exchange and under his Com- 
monwealth service he was required to 
get this service through long distance 
connections at Whitelaw. 

The Commonwealth company insisted 
that if Northern line service were given 
Mr. Braun it would lose others of its 
subscribers to the northwest of Francis 
Creek and asked that the other com- 
pany purchase this additional line. 
The Northern company reported it did 
not feel in a position to purchase this 
line and declined to do so. Last win- 
ter Mr. Braun set three poles on his 
property on which the lines of the 
other telephone company can be strung. 
He has agreed to donate these poles to 
the Northern company. 
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Telephone Directory 


ADVERTISING 


Write ot telephone fos proposition 


LM. BERRY A CO. 


Call L.DA6 Tele phom Bldg..DaytonO 




















Telephone Securities Corporation 
120 So. La Salle St. Chicago, Ill. 
Telephone _— 018! 


Underwriters and distributors 
of securities of Independent 
telephone companies 


Inquiries invited 








ASALES ORGANIZATION EXCLUSIVELY 
TELEPHONE BLDG. KANSAS CITY, MO. 
CITIZENS TRUST BLDG. FT. WAYNE. IND. 
135 S. SECOND ST. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 


ENGINEERS 
35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








COFFEY SYSTEM 


Exclusive Telephone Accountants 
Systems Installed 
Audits and Special Services 
CENTRAL ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Lemcke Bidg., Indianapolis 








NOW—ELECTROX 
Current Supply Unit 
for operator's sets at 
a new low price — 
$14.85. No batteries 
needed. 
Sent on Trial 

Schauer Machine Co 


Cincinnati, Ohio 

















Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D. C. 


July 7: Telephone division adopted 
an order holding that the Jamestown 
(N. Y.) Telephone Corp. is not con- 
trolled by the New York Telephone Co. 
through a majority stock interest and, 
therefore, is classed as a connecting 
carrier subject only to sections 201-205 
of the Communications Act. 

July 7: The American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. filed schedule of tolls 
with FCC, disclosing the establish- 
ment of a regular toll service to 
Alaska. Juneau alone will be served 
for a time. The rate between Juneau 
and Seattle for three minutes will be 
$9 in the daytime and $6 on nights and 
Sundays. 

July 7: Telephone division granted 
authority to the Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. to supplement its exist- 
ing toll facilities between Sacramento, 
Calif., and Portland, Ore. The project, 
which will include the installation of 
type C carrier equipment, will cost ap- 
proximately $266,240. The expansion 
will necessitate the expenditure in Cali- 
fornia of $174,240 and in Oregon of 
$91,000. 

The construction, necessitated be- 
cause of the rapid increase of toll traffic 
between California, Washington and 
Oregon, includes 234.5 miles of new cir- 
cuits—in some cases four new wires 
and in others six—while from the Cali- 
fornia-Oregon border to Klamath Falls, 
Ore., 14 new wires are to be added over 
an 11-mile stretch. 

July 7: Application filed with the 
telephone division by the Nebraska 
Continental Telephone Co. for permis- 
sion to acquire all of the telephone 
lines, system, business and assets of 
the Nebraska Continental Telephone 
Corp. 

July 7: Application filed with the 
telephone division by the Chesapeake 
& Potomac Telephone Co. of Baltimore 
to supplement toll facilities between 
Easton and Preston. Md. 

July 7: Telephone division ruled that 
the Tri-County Telephone Co., of Pitts- 
field, Ill., was a connecting carrier sub- 
ject only to certain provisions of the 
Communications Act, in view of its 
being connected in the middle of the 
Mississippi River bridge rather than at 
Hannibal, Mo., as previously. 

Illinois Commerce Commission 

July 13: Hearing in Chicago on com- 
plaint of Henry A. Proesel et al. against 
the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. as to 
rates for telephone service in adjacent 
exchanges to complainants as subscrib- 
ers in the county of Cook. Amended 
complaint filed. 

July 13: Hearing in Chicago on pe- 
tition of the Farmers & Merchants Tel- 
ephone Co. of Moultrie County for an 
order authorizing the issue of $12,000 
of its first mortgage gold bonds. 

July 15: Hearing in Chicago on ap- 
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PLANT 
Seq aa ti fe 
and 
Ge) hyp itlangte).| 


Building and Rebuilding 
Telephone Plants 


Or iit hilelime icin atest: 
_ 


Wiring Jobs, Installations, 
hai iciletel-lae Me hicle-hilelarls 


Expert Consultants on All 
Telephone Problems 


National Engineering 
and 
Construction Co. 
103! West Van Buren Street 
CHICAGO 








JOHN C. LARKIN & COMPANY 
Consulting 
Accountants and Engineers 
Specializing in a Professional Service to 
Telephone Utilities Covering the Field of 
Accounting and Engineering 
Chamber of Commerce Building 
Syracuse, New York 








J.G. WRAY & CO. 


Telephone Engineers 


Specialists in Appraisals. Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organisation, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies. 


8324 Bankers Bidg., Chicago 








Accounting, Tax and Rate Consultant 


22 Years Continuous Contact 
with Telephone Organizations 


C. B. RUSSELL 


Interurban Bldg. Columbus, Ohio 











Consulting Telephone Engineer 
“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service” 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 








BURGESS 


WANA Battery 


Burgess Battery Co., Freeport, Ii!., or Inland Equipment Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 





WANTED 
WESTERN Electric Company 1200 
type oak switchboard cabinet of 165 
lines capacity with or without equip- 
ment. Buckeye Telephone & Supply 
Co., Columbus, Ohio. 








POSITIONS WANTED 


POSITION DESIRED by telephone 
engineer with executive experience, aged 
38, college graduate, now employed in tele- 
phone engineering with 14 years’ experi- 
ence. Address 8564, care of TELEPHONY. 








A€COUNTANT OR AUDITOR de- 
sires position with Independent telephone 
company. 18 years’ experience in all 
branches of telephone accounting. Can give 
A-1 references. Investment considered. 
Address 8630, care of TELEPHONY. 





POSITION WANTED—15 years’ ex- 
perience telephone and telegraph equipment, 
engineering, installation and maintenance; 
and building repair and maintenance in su- 
pervisory capacity. Two years’ sales ex- 
perience. Age 39. Locate anywhere. Ad- 
dress 8626, care of TELEPHONY. 
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NEW 
SWITCHBOARDS 
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Not purchased from manufacturer 


(Write for circular) 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE 
& SUPPLY CO. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 























FOR SALE 








New Style Pocket Detecto-Meters 


Voltage .0 to 1.5. 7. 's 
Resistance .0 to 10,000 ohms. ~ 
With sere adjust. A 








STEWART ny 
| 0! BROS. ey 
— Ottawa, Ill. 








NEW MAGNETO SWITCH- 
BOARDS 


Three (3) unused W. E. Co. No. 1800 
boards, each with 30 lines and 10 trunks 
fully equipped. Complete with opera- 
tor’s set, 40-line Cook M. D. F., jumper 
wire and cable. Perfect condition and 
a bargain at $120 each. 

Also a limited quantity of Cook M. D. 
F. equipment at 25c per line in units ot 
40 lines. Wall mounting brackets in- 
cluded. 
TECHNICAL SALES COMPANY 

4525 N. Lawndale Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 








POSITIONS WANTED 


EXPERIENCED man and wife in tele- 
phone work want job in Kansas or Okla- 
homa. Can give good recommendations. 
Address A. R. Gately, Corbin, Kans. 








EXPERIENCED telephone man, 25 
years in operating and rates, desires sales 
work or position with operating company. 
Good personality, conservative and reliable. 
Excellent references. Address B. H. Mer- 
riman, Pilgrim Hotel, Marshalltown, Iowa. 


EXPERIENCED telephone and light 
manager, employed, desires position as 
traveling salesman. Technical training and 
experience. References furnished. Well 
known in telephone field. Write P. O. 
Box 83, Wilmar, Ark. 





WANTED—Cable splicing and switch- 
board work. Twenty years’ experience with 
Bell and Independent companies. Have 
testing equipment. Best of references. Will 
go anywhere and handle any job, large or 
small. Address 8628, care of TELEPHONY. 





POSITION with Independent company. 
Competent switchboard maintenance, in- 
staller, wire chief duties and outside plant. 
Address 8627, care of TELEPHONY. 





MAN, age 32—Eight years’ service Bell 
System. Complete knowledge Commercial 
Department. Believe greater opportunity 
Independent companies. References, pres- 
ent supervisor. Address 8622, care of 
TELEPHONY. 





plication of the Automatic Home Tele 
phone Co. for approval of a service 
agreement with the Telephone Man ; 
ment Co. as set forth in petition. 

July 15: Hearing in Chicago on com. 
plaint of John K. Byrne against the Il 
linois Bell Telephone Co., as to refusal 
of the company to render telephone 
service at residence of complainant at 
150 Oxford Road, Kenilworth. 


Nebraska State Railway Commission 


July 9: In the matter of the appli- 
cation of Elmer Crisp and associates 
for authority to purchase property of 
the Paxton Telephone Co. from Mrs, 
Rose Rohrbaugh; approved as asked, 

July 9: Objections filed by the Lin 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co. and 
the Nebraska Continental Telephone 
Corp. to granting certificate to Polk 
County Rural Power District to con 
struct 350 miles of line on ground that 
plans will result in interference with 
telephone service; hearing held; ordered 
that certificate issue as asked, but that 
commission retain jurisdiction in order 
to insure construction will not inter. 
fere with telephone service. 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission 


July 6: Commission approved and 
ordered filed a new agreement of the 
Telephone Service Co., of Wapakoneta, 
and the Ohio Bell Telephone Co. coy- 
ering the interchange of toll messages. 
The order carried with it the reserva- 
tion that nothing in the agreement 
should result in any increase in rates, 


Pennsylvania Public Utilities 
Commission 


June 25: Elimination of a 15-cent 
monthly surcharge for handset tele- 
phones August 26 provided in a new 
tariff schedule filed by the Pennsylva- 
nia Telephone Corp., Corry. 

June 25: Order issued providing for 
return of deposits collected from cus- 
tomers of gas, electric, water, steam 
heat and telephone companies. 
commission pointed out that the tele- 
phone companies will not have to alter 
their present bookkeeping methods, and 
customers may continue to pay their 
bills a month in advance. However, 
the bills will not come due until after 
the service has been received. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

July 9: The commission authorized 
the Caroline Telephone Co. to expend 
$8,344 in converting to automatic oper- 
ation the telephone exchange at Gresh- 
am, recently purchased by it. 

July 9: If all subscribers of the 
Door County Telephone Co. avail them- 
selves of a 15-cent monthly discount 
just established, they will be saved $450 
a year under a rate revision authorized 
by the commission. 

July 9: The commission granted per- 
mission to the Westby Telephone Co. 
and the Dodge County Telephone Co. 
of Reesville, to continue temporary re 
duced rates that have been in effect 
for several years. 

July 10: Hearing at Spooner on al- 
leged refusal of the North-West Tele- 
phone Co. to extend its lines to serve 
Nick Gustafson in the town of Beaver 
Brook. 

July 20: Hearing in Madison on ap- 
plication of the Cuba Telephone Co. for 
permission to increase its gross quar- 
terly rate from $3.75 to $5.25, provid- 
ing the company furnish all of the 
equipment. 


TELEPHONY 





